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1907 – 2007

Rebekah Assembly 

Of 

New Mexico

This booklet has been compiled by the Rebekah Assembly as a history of the Rebekah Assembly and Lodges in New Mexico.  

A committee was originally appointed by President Helen Sanderlin in 2005.  The committee was reappointed by President D’Elva Emert in 2006.

During the sessions held in Farmington, NM on September 23 – 26, 2007 the committee presented to all present a review of the contents of this booklet.

It is our hope that each lodge and individual will enjoy this historical ride.

Signed:

D’Elva Emert, President - Farmington

Nita Sue Imel, PP, PGR-IARA - Fairacres

Helen Sanderlin, PP - Deming

Opal Braught, PNG – Albuquerque

Mona Littlefield, PNG – Hobbs

A Toast to Rebekahs

By D. D. Monroe, Grand Sire Emeritus 

(Journal of Proceedings 1942)

Each gentle as the love and warm as spring

With strength to stand alone

Against an adverse world and give

Her life to fend her own;

A rock in storm, bright sun to light

A cold and drearsome day,

A song of hope when hope lies dead,

A shelter, curb and stay;

Unfailing friend, a refuge sure,

The throne where faith shall reign,

True understanding sympathy

A sure surcease to pain;

A laugh to hide a heart sore-bruised,

A will to stand the blast

Of fire or fury, war or flood,

And smile when it is past;

A fount of courage where men gain

The strength for mighty deeds,

A soul that, daring all for love,

In loving finds its needs;

And so I give this toast today

To you, my sisters good --

Here's to the flower of Odd Fellowship

Our own Rebekah-hood!

And in the Beginning…
The Rebekah Assembly was chartered by the Grand Lodge of the Territory of New Mexico on October 7, 1907.  Lodges signing the charter were:
Naomi Rebekah Lodge #1 


Las Vegas

Sarah Rebekah Lodge #3


Deming

Ramona Rebekah Lodge #6


Gallup

Helen Rebekah Lodge #7


Silver City

Marguerite Rebekah Lodge #8

Raton

Triple Link Rebekah Lodge #10

Albuquerque

San Juan Rebekah Lodge #11


Farmington

Hope Rebekah Lodge #12


Aztec

Carlsbad Rebekah Lodge #13


Carlsbad

Samaritan Rebekah Lodge #14

Roswell

Coalora Rebekah Lodge #15


Capitan

The charter was signed by the Honorable Grand Master B. A. Sleyster and attested by N. E. Stevens, Grand Secretary.

Throughout the century lodges have been chartered and charters have been surrendered for a variety of reasons.  World War I and World War II were devastating to the lodges.  The members volunteered either to go to war or to serve our country in others venues.
A Century of New Mexico Highlights…
This year we are celebrating 100 Rebekah Assembly sessions and 120 years of Grand Lodge sessions. The Grand Lodge was chartered September 3, 1887; The Rebekah Assembly was chartered October 9, 1907.

What was going on during these years?

First let’s take a brief look at 1887:

1886 Geronimo surrenders; Indian hostilities cease in the Southwest.

1887 Georgia O’Keeffe Born in Wisconsin.

Aldo Leopold Father of Wildlife Management 1887-1948

Conrad Hilton (1887 - 1979) Founder of the Hilton hotel chain; born in San Antonio, NM

The New Mexico state motto was first used in 1882, when acting Territorial Secretary, William G. Ritch, added the Latin phrase Crescit Eundo (“Grows as it Goes”) to an early 1860's version of the territorial seal. In 1887, Ritch's version of the seal, including the words Crescit Eundo, was adopted by the legislature as part of the official New Mexico Territory seal and coat of arms.
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This is a list of governors of New Mexico Territory:

	Name
	Party
	Dates

	Charles Bent
	Not Affiliated
	1846-1847

	Lew Wallace
	Republican
	1878-1881

	Edmund G. Ross
	Democrat
	1885-1889

	Miguel A. Otero
	Republican
	1897-1906

	Herbert James Hagerman
	Republican
	1906-1907

	George Curry
	Republican
	1907-1910

	William J. Mills
	Republican
	1910-1912


1898 First movie filmed in New Mexico, Indian Day School by Thomas A. Edison.

1906 People of New Mexico and Arizona vote on issue of joint statehood, New Mexico voting in favor and Arizona against.
Now let’s look at 1907:

George Curry (April 3, 1861 -November 24, 1947) served as the Governor of New Mexico Territory from 1907 to 1910, and US Representative for New Mexico from 1911 to 1913. Curry County, New Mexico is named in his honor. He was a U.S. military officer and politician. He was born in West Feliciana Parish, Louisiana. During the Spanish American War he served in Theodore Roosevelt's Rough Riders. He did not see action in Cuba, but did participate in the fighting in the Philippines.

NEW MEXICO'S GIRLS RIDE ASTRIDE AND LAUGH AT EASTERN PREJUDICE
	The Washington Post (1877-1954) - Washington, D.C. 

	Date:
	Sep 29, 1907

	

	Albuquerque, N. Mex., Sept. 21. AT THE head of the parade at the New Mexico Territorial Fair on Thursday, October 10, of which 1,500 mounted Mexicans are to be a feature, will be the Albuquerque Mesa Riding Club. This organization, composed of fifteen pretty girls ranging from eleven to fourteen years, each mounted astride of  her own pony, will meet Gov. George Curry at the railroad station on Monday, conduct him to the fair grounds, and act as his escort throughout the day.


1910 New Mexico Constitution drafted in preparation for statehood.
1912 New Mexico admitted to the Union as the 47th state.

1916 Poncho Villa raids Columbus, N.M.

1920 Adoption of the l9th Amendment gives women the right to vote.

1922 Secretary of State Soledad Chacon and Superintendent of Public Instruction Isabel Eckles elected first women to hold statewide office.

1923-24 Oil is discovered on the Navajo Reservation.

1937 The Grand Lodge of NM is fifty years old.

1930-43 Great Depression. Federal New Deal funds provide employment for many and cause numerous public buildings to be constructed.

1942-45 New Mexico soldiers serving in the 200th Coast Artillery during World War II are captured by the Japanese and forced to endure the Bataan Death March. Navajo "Code talkers" are influential in helping end the war. Secret atomic laboratories established at Los Alamos.

1945 World's first atomic bomb detonated at Trinity Site in southern New Mexico after its development at Los Alamos.

1947 UFO allegedly crashes between Roswell and Corona, believers claim U.S. government institutes massive cover-up of the incident.

1948 Native Americans won the right to vote in state elections.

195O Uranium discovered near Grants.

1957 Buddy Holly records Peggy Sue at Norman Petty Studio in Clovis. LuVerba Sullins presided over the 50th Rebekah Assembly and Sybel Dickerson was installed as president for the coming year.

1966 New state capitol, the "Roundhouse," is dedicated.

1969 Proposed new state constitution is rejected by voters.

1982 Space shuttle Columbia lands at White Sands Space Harbor on Holloman Air Force Base near Alamogordo.

1987 The Grand Lodge of New Mexico celebrates 100 years of Grand Lodge sessions.

2007 New Mexico Rebekah Assembly celebrates 100 years of Assembly sessions.
It seems like in a blink of an eye we have gone from buggies to rockets, from pony express to email, from jerky to microwave meals. Have we progressed?? Who knows!

In the years we have had Odd Fellows and Rebekahs in New Mexico there have been good times and hard times in our lodges. We are now in one of those hard times. Even though the world around us has changed, our principles have not and should not. We do need to change the way we fit into peoples lives, change the way we fill their needs. We can do this and still be true to our principles.

Many of the economic and social needs that lodges fulfilled have now been taken over by government agencies. For example our commitment to widows and orphans seems unnecessary now but what about the emotional needs? Those who have lost family members have a great need to feel that someone cares. 

Caring is one thing that can not be provided by any government agency. No amount of money or commodities can replace a hand held, a hug, a phone call or a just a friendly smile.

Lodge halls used to be the social center of the community. Now we have community centers and television. We still need to provide a place for friends to gather and friendships to grow.

Lodges that only meet, go through the ritualistic procedures, and head for the door do not provide these nurturing components and do not attract new members. Lodges whose members spend quality time together, that work in their community, that make a difference in peoples’ lives are successful, growing lodges.

Do you make a difference? Does your lodge make a difference? This never goes “out of style.” This never becomes obsolete.
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THE YEAR 1907


What a difference a century makes! 
Here are statistics for the Year 1907: 
· The average life expectancy in the U.S. was 47 years old. 
· Only 14 percent of the homes in the U.S. had a bathtub.
· Only 8 percent of the homes had a telephone. 
· A three-minute call from Denver to New York City cost eleven dollars. 
· There were only 8,000 cars in the U.S. and only 144 miles of paved roads. 
· The maximum speed limit in most cities was 10 mph. 
Alabama, Mississippi, Iowa, and Tennessee were each more 
heavily populated than California 
· With a mere 1.4 million people, California was only the 21st most populous state in the Union
· The tallest structure in the world was the Eiffel Tower.

· The average wage in the U.S. Was 22 Cents per hour. 
· The average U.S. Worker made between $200 and $400  per year . 
· A competent accountant could expect to earn $2000 per year, 
· A dentist made $2,500 per year, 
· A veterinarian $1,500 per year, 
· And a mechanical engineer about $5,000 per year. 
· More than 95 percent of all births in the U.S. took place at HOME. 
· Ninety percent of all U.S. Doctors had NO COLLEGE EDUCATION! Instead, they attended so-called medical schools, many of which were condemned in the press AND the government as "substandard." 
· Sugar cost four cents a pound. 
· Eggs were fourteen cents a dozen.
· Coffee was fifteen cents a pound.
· Most women only washed their hair once a month, and used Borax or egg yolks for shampoo. 
· Canada passed a law that prohibited poor people from entering into their country for any reason. 
· Five leading causes of death in the U.S. Were: 
· Pneumonia and influenza 
· Tuberculosis 
· Diarrhea 
· Heart disease 
· Stroke 
· The American flag had 45 stars - Arizona, Oklahoma a, New Mexico, Hawaii, and Alaska hadn't been admitted to the Union yet. 
· The population of Las Vegas, Nevada was only 30!!!!
· Crossword puzzles, canned beer, and ice tea hadn't been invented yet. 
· Two out of every 10 U.S. Adults couldn't read or write. 
· Only 6 percent of all Americans had graduated from high school 
· The Rebekah Assembly of New Mexico was chartered.
A Century of New Mexico Rebekah Sessions
	Year
	Session Location
	President
	Home Town

	1907-08
	
	Margaret Chapman
	Albuquerque

	1908-09
	
	Sarah Hodgdon
	Deming

	1909-10
	
	Sarah Van
	Albuquerque

	1910-11
	
	Mary Wertz
	Las Vegas

	1911-12
	
	Anna Emmett
	Roswell

	1912-13
	
	Cora Wheeler
	Tucumcari

	1913-14
	
	Janet Spears
	Gallup

	1914-15
	
	Martha Brixner
	Silver City

	1915-16
	
	Laura Howard
	Artesia

	1916-17
	
	Mae McKenzie
	Raton

	1917-18
	Albuquerque
	Isabelle Swartz
	Gallup

	1918-19
	Alamogordo
	Carrie Aleashire
	Lake Arthur

	1919-20
	Gallup
	Sarah Brown
	Las Vegas

	1920-21
	Tucumcari
	Nellie Smith
	Artesia

	1921-22
	
	Lillian James
	Albuquerque

	1922-23
	
	Hattie Perkins
	Raton

	1923-24
	Albuquerque
	Edith Hurtt
	Roswell

	1924-25
	Albuquerque
	Mary Comstock
	Las Vegas

	1925-26
	Albuquerque
	Frances Wright
	Clovis

	1926-27
	Albuquerque
	Mary Whiteside
	Albuquerque

	1927-28
	Albuquerque
	Belle McCord
	Carlsbad

	1928-29
	Albuquerque
	Blanche Wheeler
	Raton

	1929-30
	Carlsbad
	Margaret Jackson
	Tucumcari

	1930-31
	Las Vegas
	Louise B. Cady
	Alamogordo

	1931-32
	Albuquerque
	Effie Wingfield
	Artesia

	1932-33
	Albuquerque
	Ida Lindahl
	Gallup

	1933-34
	Clovis
	Anna Ford Brown
	Las Vegas

	1934-35
	Clovis
	Bessie Randall
	Aztec

	1935-36
	Albuquerque
	Leona Lucus
	Ft. Sumner

	1936-37
	Albuquerque
	Bertha Hackney
	Carlsbad

	1937-38
	Aztec
	Pauline Bloxom
	Clovis

	1938-39
	
	Grace Fowler
	Raton

	1939-40
	Roswell
	Helen Holloway
	Farmington

	1940-41
	Gallup
	Anna Thompson
	Albuquerque

	1941-42
	Hobbs
	Coreen Lanning
	Artesia

	1942-43
	Carlsbad
	Cleo Jackson
	Tucumcari

	1943-44
	Albuquerque
	Mayrece Dilliner
	Clovis

	1944-45
	Raton
	Bessie Miller
	Albuquerque

	1945-46
	Roswell
	Irene Blackwell
	Carlsbad

	1946-47
	Hobbs
	Bernice Jewell
	Santa Fe

	1947-48
	Hot Springs
	Nellie Garner
	Hobbs

	1948-49
	Clovis
	Marie Gray
	Las Vegas

	1949-50
	Albuquerque
	Hattie Clark
	Santa Fe

	1950-51
	Santa Fe
	Josephine Loague
	Clovis

	1951-52
	Raton
	Bertha Wynn
	Farmington

	1952-53
	Roswell
	Bessie Corzine
	Albuquerque

	1953-54
	Carlsbad
	Esther Brockman
	Raton

	1954-55
	Hobbs
	Mabel McCracken
	Roswell

	1955-56
	Las Cruces
	Ariel Victor
	Dora

	1956-57
	Santa Fe
	LuVerba Sullins
	Hobbs

	1957-58
	Albuquerque
	Sybel Dickerson
	Fairacres 

	1958-59
	Carlsbad
	Betty Lindberg
	Albuquerque

	1959-60
	Alamogordo
	Mildred Wooten
	Eunice

	1960-61
	Farmington
	Josephine Kelley
	Las Vegas

	1961
	
	Vessie Beavers
	Santa Fe 

	1961-62
	Clovis
	Ora Lee Smith
	Clovis

	1962-63
	Hobbs
	Ora Lee Smith
	Clovis

	1963-64
	Carlsbad
	Martha Patterson
	Farmington 

	1964-65
	Roswell
	Maud Risinger
	Alamogordo 

	1965-66
	Tucumcari
	Ruby Singleton
	Carlsbad

	1966-67
	Farmington
	Jessie Hammon
	Bayard

	1967-68
	Hobbs
	Lillian Southerling
	Farmington

	1968-69
	Roswell
	Violet Kimbley
	Albuquerque

	1969-70
	Clovis
	Bea Taulbee
	Roswell

	1970-71
	Gallup
	Edna Fulgham
	Clovis

	1971-72
	Albuquerque
	Frances Snapp
	Bard

	1972-73
	Santa Fe
	Katheryne Kenly
	Silver City

	1973-74
	Tucumcari
	Nancie Jahn
	Albuquerque

	1974-75
	Las Cruces
	Marian Kimbler
	Tucumcari

	1975-76
	Clovis
	Robbie Wicker
	Clovis

	1976-77
	Carlsbad
	Ann Bailey
	Albuquerque

	1977-78
	Albuquerque
	Wanda Scott
	Clovis

	1978-79
	Hobbs
	Stonie Wilder
	Hobbs

	1979-80
	Clovis
	Roberta White
	Deming

	1980-81
	Lovington
	Jimmia England
	Roswell

	1981-82
	San Jon
	Oleta Griffin
	Lovington

	1982-83
	T or C
	Angie Carter
	Albuquerque

	1983-84
	Roswell
	Mary Opal Tate
	Broadview

	1984-85
	Farmington
	Shirley Baty
	Albuquerque

	1985-86
	Hobbs
	Ginny Simpson
	Aztec

	1986-87
	Lovington
	Cordelia Harris
	Roswell

	1987-88
	Albuquerque
	Gertrude Crume
	Grants

	1988-89
	Las Cruces
	Barbara Corfield
	Albuquerque

	1989-90
	Farmington
	Nita Sue Imel
	Fairacres

	1990-91
	Silver City
	Mary Dorris
	Clovis

	1991-92
	Farmington
	Donna Hatfield
	Albuquerque

	1992-93
	Hobbs
	Pat Thomas
	Aztec

	1993-94
	Albuquerque
	Kathy Shanley
	Albuquerque

	1994-95
	Las Cruces
	Wanda Wheeler
	Hobbs

	1995-96
	Deming
	Rosetta Keeling
	Deming

	1996-97
	Roswell
	Sunny Wilde
	Las Cruces

	1997-98
	Farmington
	Mildred Brown
	Farmington

	1998-99
	Hobbs
	Crista Baltzegar
	Roswell

	1999-00
	Las Cruces
	Allene Luther
	Hobbs

	2000-01
	Santa Fe
	Scharlla Dean
	Lovington

	2001-02
	Farmington
	Karen Kelley-Bays
	Texas

	2002-03
	Deming
	Martha Johnson
	Deming

	2003-04
	Albuquerque
	Vianna Steffens
	Roswell

	2004-05
	Las Cruces
	Sandra McWatters
	Albuquerque

	2005-06
	Las Cruces
	Helen Sanderlin
	Deming

	2006-07
	Farmington
	D'Elva Emert
	Aztec


I RODE THE GOAT

Page 48 - Rebekah Assembly of New Mexico Journal - October 1930

Well! It’s done at last; and I am glad. I’ve worried quite awhile..

It was so heavy on my mind

I could not even smile.

It stood before me like a monster

And its features volumes spoke

 And everywhere, I looked I saw

That fierce Rebekah Goat.

I'll tell you all about it

For I want you all to know.

The worry is all over with,

The Goat did not me throw. 
Although good Sisters Taper

And Livers both did try

To feed him good and plenty

And to keep his spirits high.

Today I put my amour on

And bristled for the fray

Decided I was as brave as they

And almost just as gay.

I washed my feet and pared my corns,

For I was warned you see,

To be prepared, for anything

Might happen unto me.

The sleepless nights that I have passed

The frightful troubled dreams.

I dreaded that Rebekah Goat (I'm glad

It wasn't what it seemed)

'Twas terror turned my hair to white

For I am young you know.

But now they'll call me Grandma Huff

No matter where I go.

-Written by MRS. J. C. HUFF.

Grandma Huff, as she is affectionately known by the members of her lodge Santa Rita No. 29, is(was)  83 years old. 

She turns to rhyme to express her re-action to the uncertainty of what would happen to her at the Rebekah initiation.

October 1907 – What was it like?
At the request of 1987 President Cordelia Harris and in celebration of the 80th anniversary of the Rebekah Assembly of New Mexico a program was presented to the Assembly depicting a meeting of the elective officers (“Executive Committee”) following the institution of the Assembly on October 9, 1907. The characters portrayed are actual and the information is factual, however the situation and conversation is an interpretation of what might have happened.
The Scene: The parlor o£ Margaret Chapman, Albuquerque, Territory of NM.
Sister Chapman enters, removes hat and begins to prepare tea. Someone knocks on door; she goes to door to greet four guests. They all enter talking, remove hats and sit around a table.

Chapman: Now that we are all here, let's get acquainted. Why don't we introduce ourselves? I am Margaret Chapman from Triple Link Rebekah Lodge #10 here in Albuquerque, and I was installed as President of the Rebekah Assembly.
Jelfs: I am Margaret Jelfs of Marguerite Rebekah Lodge #8, Raton and I was installed as Vice President.

Hodgdon: I am Sarah Hodgdon of Sarah #3, Deming and I was installed as Warden of the Rebekah Assembly.

Wertz: I am Mary Wertz of Naomi # 1, Las Vegas and I was installed as Secretary of the Assembly.

Emmett: I am Anne Emmett of Samaritan #14, Roswell and I was elected as Treasurer.
Chapman: Thank you ladies. Mrs. Wertz, as Secretary would you please record the minutes of this meeting? While she is getting ready, and before we start, what were your thoughts on the meeting yesterday and the installation of officers?

Jelfs: I thought it was very nice for that lovely Sister Mollie Stone to come all the way out here from Missouri to give us the Assembly Degree. Can you imagine the days she spent on the train to get here and to return to her home and traveling alone at that? She is very brave.

Hodgdon: Yes she is brave, but after all this is 1907 and we are a very civilized country. It’s not like there is going to be an attack of Indians or anything. However, she did a beautiful job on the degree. I hope as Warden I can do as well when it becomes my time to give it. Do we always give it to so many Brothers in addition to Sisters?

Emmett: I suppose so. After all we cannot have an Assembly without the assistance and supervision of the Brothers.

Wertz: Sister Chapman, were you aware that Brother W. W. Ogle of Roswell was going to nominate you for President?

Chapman: No, it came as quite a surprise.

Wertz: Do you think the time will come when the Brothers let us do the nominating of officers and selecting of the District Deputy Presidents?

Jelfs: We probably will have to prove to them that we are able to conduct meetings in a business like manner instead of like a quilting bee.

Hodgdon: But how do we learn how to do these things that are expected of us to have a successful Assembly without the Brothers guidance?

Emmett: I think that for a long time we will just have to appreciate what they have done for us in allowing us to institute this Assembly and accept their instruction and guidance.

Chapman: I think you are right, Sister Emmett. Without the assistance of Brothers like Grand Master Van T. Manville, Grand Secretary Stevens, your husband, Mrs. Hodgdon the new Grand Master, Brothers Jelfs, Ogle, and all the others, we would not have this Assembly.
Hodgdon: I understand that at last years Grand Lodge session there was quite a discussion about granting the charter. Two Rebekah lodges had not sent in their reports and the Grand Lodge did not think they had the authority to issue the charter. It seems that their Grand Lodge constitution did not make a provision for a Rebekah Assembly.

Jelfs: That's right, but through the efforts of Bro. Spears, everything was taken care of and here we are. I was told that he announced to the Grand Lodge that there were nine Rebekah Lodges "in the harness and ready to work". Can you imagine, “in the harness”, indeed!!!!

Chapman: Well I am sure he meant it kindly. Now, I know all of you sisters have trains to catch so let’s get on with our meeting. Mrs. Wertz, are you ready? If so, would you please read the names of the lodges that were present and signed the charter.

Wertz: The following lodges were present for the Institu​tion: Naomi #1, Las Vegas; Sarah #3, Deming; Ramona # 6, Gallup; Helen #7, Silver City; Marguerite #8, Raton; Triple Link #10, Albuquerque; Carlsbad #13, Carlsbad; Samaritan #14, Roswell; Coalora #15, Capitan. There were two lodges that are on the ledger but didn't come and they are San Juan #11, Farmington; and Hope #12, Aztec.
Jelfs: Do we know why they didn't show up?
Chapman: No, maybe it was the weather or trouble on the railroad. Mrs. Emmett, do we have a financial report?

Emmett: The Brothers who were instrumental in our insti​tution took up a donation of $1.00 per brother and gave us $16.00. It was decided that each lodge would be assessed an Assembly tax of $5.00 per lodge. As soon as that comes in we will have a sum of $71.00 to start this year. The Grand Lodge has furnished us with a number of supplies that we will be able to sell this year. But we are in debt to the Grand Lodge for $58.75. They will allow us until next year to repay them.

Chapman: Thank you, that sounds very good. It was kind of the Brothers to give us such a fine donation. I think. The next order of business is to discuss our future plans. Are any of you aware of any lodges that are waiting to be instituted?
Hodgdon: I heard that there was one trying to start in Hagerman.
Jelfs: I heard of a possibility of one in Estancia and also in Tucumcari.
Emmett: I understand there are plans for one in Artesia if they can get enough ladies. Also, Lake Arthur is still talking about it.
Wertz: Brother Stevens told me of a good possibility of one at Melrose.
Chapman: This is excellent news. If each of us will go out and do what we can to institute more lodges we can have a successful Assembly. But we must have more members and more lodges in order to make Rebekah Odd Fellowship grow in this Territory of New Mexico.

Hodgdon: Sister Chapman, I have a question, what kind of guidelines are we to use in talking to prospective lodges about our Assembly. I don't understand all this talk about constitutions and by-laws.

Chapman: The Grand Lodge has appointed a committee of three Brothers all from Triple Link. - PGM Stevens, PGM Vann and PG Votaw to prepare a constitution and by-laws for our Assembly but they won't be ready until next year.

Wertz: But we did receive a copy of the constitution and by-laws of the Rebekah Assembly of Illinois to use as some kind of guideline for our Assembly until we have our own.

Emmett: It was nice of Bro. Spears to give us that copy. I just don't know what we would do without the Brothers to do all these details for us.

Jelfs: Will the Brothers allow us to vote on the by-laws? Or will we just accept them like they give them to us?

Chapman: Sisters, it is my understanding that the Brothers will continue to work and guide us, but that we will even​tually be able to conduct our own meetings, vote on our own motions, and have our own committees. They will always be there to assist when we need them.

Hodgdon: Sister Chapman, since we do not have any instruc​tions of any kind to go by, what do you see as your roll as President to be?

Chapman: I will attempt to visit each lodge personally, to find the answers to questions that lodges may have about our Order, and to encourage the growth of Rebekah Lodges through the Territory.
Emmett: What about expenses for all these visits. Rail fares are becoming very expensive. Do you plan to travel by rail or would you consider these new motor cars?

Jelfs: Why I wouldn't trust one of those new fangled things, why they are noisy and I just wouldn't go anywhere in one.
Hodgdon: Neither would I, just give me a good dependable horse and buggy any day.
Wertz: What about expenses, Sister Chapman?

Chapman: At this time, I won’t worry about them as the Assembly isn't in a position to pay me anything. I will be as frugal as possible and still try to accomplish our goals. Do any of you have anything else to ask or say at this time? (All shake heads) If not let's have some tea and cookies and adjourn this meeting.

This meeting is our interpretation of what may have happened in 1907. It was the beginning of Rebekah Odd Fellowship as it is today. In researching this we were fortunate to have the journals of the first ten years of our Assembly. At this time I would like to give you a short summary of those first ten years.

1908: Instituted Ruth Rebekah Lodge #4 in Tucumcari on Feb. 1st with 21 charter members and Sunrise #9, Artesia on April 18 with 31 charter members. By the way, the Grand lodge cancelled our $58.75 debt to them. At this Assembly a per capita tax of $0.25 per member was voted on and the lodges were asked to contribute $5.00 to the President when she visits them to help defray expenses. Discussion of "Home" is begun.

1909: Instituted Alamogordo #18 with 34 charter members on Feb. 9; Instituted Friendship #21, Clovis with 9 members. At this Assembly it was voted that each lodge was to pay the railroad fare of their representative to Assembly.

1910: Odd Fellow and Rebekah orphans’ home in Roswell is ready for occupancy. This Assembly was held in Tucumcari, the first meeting away from Albuquerque since institution of the Assembly. Also this year a lodge was instituted in Portales - Miriam #20 by Brother Stevens on the authority of the Grand Master without the knowledge of the Assembly President. The President of the Assembly, Sara Vann, "called to the attention of the Grand Master" that the power to deputize falls to the President of the Assembly. The Grand Master admitted this was an error on his part and apologized.

1911: Instituted Olive Branch #5, Lovington on June 7. The establishment of the home for orphans is a source of much pride. All lodges donate clothes, and food in addition to money.

1912: Instituted Myrtle Rebekah lodge #27, Santa Fe with 22 members. Interesting to note that this being the year New Mexico became a state, there is no reference to this in the journal, or in any of the representative reports from any of the lodges.

1913: At this time there were 29 lodges and 1596 members. The railroad fare from Carlsbad to Artesia was $1.35, a hotel in Santa Fe was $2.00, telegram to Raton was $0.50 and a telephone call from Carlsbad to Lovington was $1. 00. There were five children living in the "home".

1914: New Mexico was invited to join a National Associa​tion of Rebekah Assemblies. We declined to join as we could not see any future in this type of organization. This year, the secretary put out an appeal to all lodges to submit their reports on time and correctly. (Things haven’t changed all that much have they?)

1915: Instituted Sierra Clayton #32, Clayton with 34 members on September 9. Throughout these early years, most questions to the President regarding the Order were referred to a "Busbees Digest" for the answers. I assume this was similar to our code of general laws. This year saw the New Mexico Odd Fellow as the official fraternal paper adopted by the Assembly. Also, this year, the Assembly voted to join the National Association of Rebekah Assemblies.

1916: Laura Patrick, President, wanting to try something different offered a prize of $5.00 cash award and a year’s subscription to the New Mexico Odd Fellow to the lodge losing the smallest per cent of its members for non pay​ment of dues. This Assembly wanted to revise the consti​tution and requested The Grand Lodge to appoint a committee to confer with the Rebekah Assembly committee in order to do so. A special note to Triple Link #10: This year Sister Anna Anson was listed as secretary of your lodge.

1917: Letter from Grand Sire regarding the duties and responsibilities of members during that "Great Calamity of the World War." A special report on food conservation was given at the Assembly at the direction of the Grand Sire. The President’s travel allowance was $175.60 "only if necessary to spend that much". Unfortunately, she spent $190.10 visiting 36 lodges.

At the end of the first ten years of our Rebekah Assembly there were 36 lodges, with a membership of 1800. The largest lodge was Raton with 179 members. Of the lodges that were Charter members of the Assembly or were instituted during the first 10 years, 13 are still active lodges today.

In closing, I would like to quote to you from the Presi​dent's report of Mae McKenzie, President of the Rebekah Assembly of N.M. 1916-1917: 

"So sometimes we must cut away from our old ways and bring forth perfectly new ideas, plans, and thoughts to meet conditions which are foreign to our lives. Everything must pass through an experi​mental stage. So let's not be discouraged. Some day when we are safely sailing we will look back with a smile and a tear to our first years of existence.
But let us try to build wisely, so our children and grand​children in this great work can point with pride to the firm foundation we laid for them over which to erect a beautiful architectural structure.

Again, in this, I am reminded of the weavers who must weave a pattern from the wrong side and are never per​mitted to see the right side until the pattern is finished. What, I wonder will greet our eyes when our pattern is finished and we behold for the first time the result of our life's work? By that pattern that we see will depend our future --happiness if beautifully woven: sorrow if badly woven. “

Sisters, the pattern of Rebekah Odd Fellowship in New Mexico is still not finished. What will be our contribu​tion to the finished product? The foundation was laid for us 80 years ago. Let us continue on with pride and confi​dence for the next generation.

Our players were:

Margaret Jelfs: Vice President, portrayed by Ginny Simpson. Sister Jelfs did not appear at the 1908 session and never served as President.
Sarah Hodgdon, Warden, portrayed by Kathy Chisum. Sister Hodgdon served as our second President 1908-1909. 

Mary Wertz: Secretary, portrayed by our own secretary D'Elva Emert, served as secretary 1907-1909 and as Presi​dent 1910-1911. She did not serve as Warden. 

Anne Emmett: Treasurer, portrayed by Nita Garrison, served as Treasurer 1907-1910 and as President 1911-1912. She also did not serve as Warden. 

Margaret Chapman, President: portrayed by Barbara Corfield. Sister Chapman served as our first Assembly President 1907-1908.

I would like to extend my thanks to all those who contri​buted research, information and ideas for this presenta​tion and especially to our 80th President Cordelia Harris for allowing me to prepare this program. It has been a real joy. Thank you

Barbara Corfield, Warden

Rebekah Assembly of N.M.
Post Script 
In the years following this play the “actresses” went on to further accomplishments.

Barbara Corfield served as NMRA President in 1988-1989, I.A.R.A. President in 1996-1997 and was the first woman appointed chairman of a S.G.L. Committee serving as Chairman of the Arthritis Committee for several years. She also was elected to the International Council.

Nita Sue (Garrison) Imel served as NMRA President in 1989-1990, I.A.R.A. Marshal in 1996-1997 and was the first woman to serve as a Representative to Sovereign Grand Lodge having been elected by the I.A.R.A. when they were authorized a representative by the S.G.L. She also served on the first Board of Directors for the IOOF United National Educational Pilgrimage for Youth, Inc. and was the Board Chairman for several years.
D’Elva Emert served as NMRA President for this Centennial Celebration in 2006-2007 in addition to serving as RANM Secretary 1986-2004, was elected Secretary Emeritus and was NM Representative to the I.A.R.A. numerous times. She also served as President of the International Secretaries Association 2002-2003.

Ginny Simpson served as NMRA President in 1985-1986 and Assembly Secretary 2004-present. She also was editor for the NM Rebekah Reporter, was Secretary for the International Press Association, and Secretary for the International Secretaries Association.

Kathy (Chisum) Shanley served as NMRA President in 1993-1994, on the NM Jurisdictional Youth Committee for many years, and Membership Chairman for NM.
Notes from France Wright 
About the origins of the Past Presidents’ Club

Minutes 1934--First Time Club Met ​

The Grand Lodge and Rebekah Assembly met in Clovis tor the first time in 1934.

During the spring of that year we (Clovis) had entertained District No.6 which was composed of all branches of the Order in Clovis, Grady, Portales, Dora and Elida. When we had these meetings we held contests and invited someone as judge. This year we invited Sister Nellie Ross of Amarillo, Past President of Texas.

Sister Ross and I were visiting and she told me about the Past Presidents Club of Texas and how much benefit the members received from the close association. Also what they did to advance the welfare of the Assembly.

I thought it would be nice for us in New Mexico to have the same thing and accordingly invited the Past Presidents to have dinner with me on Sunday evening at our hall. Some of the sisters of Friendship Lodge No. 21 kindly consented to do the serving for me and I cooked the meal at home and took it to the hall.

Luck was against us as the car from Las Vegas had an accident and didn’t' get in until 8 o’clock. However we managed to keep the food warm and everyone was surely hungry when we did finally get to eat.
When I presented the plan to them they were very doubtful of the wisdom or such a move, as some thought we should not be exclusive. So when we adjourned I thought that was the end of the project.

Past Presidents and Elective Officers at dinner: 
President 

Annie Ford Brown

Vice President

Bessie Randall

Warden

Leona Lucas
Secretary

Ida Lindahl, P.P.
Treasurer

Margaret Jackson, P.P.
Past Presidents:

Sarah Brown
Edith Hurtt

Belle McCord

Sarah Vann

Nellie Smith
Frances Wright 
Effie Wingfield

Notes from France Wright 
About the origins of the Past Presidents’ Club

1935 MINUTES--FIRST OFFICIAL MEETING

The Grand Lodge and Rebekah Assembly again met in Clovis in 1935. I made no preparations for a Past President meeting as I thought they did not want it. However, when they began to arrive they asked where and when we would meet so we hastily made preparations for a luncheon at Hotel Clovis.

At this meeting it was decided to complete the organization. There never has been, to my knowledge, any year since when we have not met.

Members Present:

Sarah Vann 

Mary Comstock

Frances Wright

Effie Wingfield

May Whitesides

Belle McCord Griffin 

Ida Lindahl

Margaret Jackson 

Annie Ford Brown

Bessie Randall
I have prepared this so that we might have complete records for our files.
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Through the Years
Year:

1917-18 (10/8/1918)
Location:
Albuquerque
President:
Isabelle Swartz
Home Town:
Gallup  (Ramona #6)
[image: image68.jpg]



	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered: None
	# of Lodges:

	Lodges Defunct:

  Hillsboro, Princess #3, 8/5/1918

  Lordsburg, Sunset #30, 8/7/1918

  Duran, Truth #35, 8/10/1918

  Nara Visa, Charity #25, 8/12/1918

  Melrose, Purity #16, 8/15/1918

  Portales, Miriam #20, 8/16/1918


	35

0

-6

29

Membership: 
1800

+255

  -345

1714

	Honor Roll Lodges:
  Samaritan #14
+32

  Coalora #15
+9

  Olive Branch #23
+7

  Star of Hope #34
+4


	Lodges having > 100 members:

 Raton, Marguerite #8
141

 Albuquerque, Triple Link #10
130

 Gallup, Ramona #6
126



	Official Visitor(s): None
	S.G.L. Membership 12/31/1917:

	Other Guests: None
	2,230,231

	Interesting Events or Notes: 
  WWI was of great concern.
	

	
	

	
	


Through the Years
Year:

1919-20 (10/12-13/1920
Location:
Gallup
President:
Sarah Brown
Home Town:
Springer #5

[image: image5]
	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered/Lost: None


	Lodges:  29

	Honor Roll – Over 100 Members
Gallup, Ramona #6 – 149

Albuquerque, Triple Link #10 – 142

Raton, Marguerite #8 – 138

Artesia, Sunrise #9 – 131

Roswell, Samaritan #14 – 118

Alamogordo #18 - 105
	Members: 1714

Added:
  362  

Lost:   170

End:  1912

	Official Visitor(s)/Other Guests: None


	

	Interesting Events or Notes:
President recommended annual degree teams contest
Beginning the 2nd Century of Odd Fellowship
Per Capita Tax Raised to $0.60 so lodge representatives can be paid
Received request to endorse Charter for “National Association of Assemblies”



Through the Years
Year:

1920-21 (10/4-5/1921)
Location:
Tucumcari
President:
Nellie Smith
Home Town:
Artesia (Sunrise #9)


[image: image6]
	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered/Lost: None
	Lodges:  29

	Honor Roll – Over 100 Members
	Members: 1912

	Tucumcari, Ruth #4 – 104 (28 new)
	Added:
  426  

	Gallup, Ramona #6  - 182(37)
	Lost:   208

	Raton, Marguerite #8 – 165 (30)
	End: 2130  

	Artesia, Sunrise #9 – 145 (20)
	

	Albuquerque – Triple Link #10 - 156 (19)
	

	Roswell, Samaritan #14 – 139 (20)
	

	Alamogordo #18 – 108 ()
	

	Des Moines, Star of Hope #34 initiated 48 new members
	

	
	

	Official Visitor(s) / Other Guests: None
	

	Interesting Events or Notes:

	Beginning of the Depression

	Assembly Treasurer resigned 

	Association of Rebekah Assemblies met in Toronto


Through the Years
Year:

1921-22
Location:
Clayton (“in the Christian Church”)

President:
Lillian James
Home Town:
Albuquerque (Triple Link #10)


[image: image7]
	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:
12/1921 – Cuervo, Margaret Chapman #36 (near Santa Rosa)
2/18/1922 – Richland, Richland #20 (near Elida)
Discussion to reorganize Santa Rosa, Mizpah #29
Discussion to organize  new lodge @ Tularosa


	Lodges: 29

Added: 2

End:  31

Members:  2130 

Added:  410

Lost:  244

End:  2296



	Honor Roll Lodges:
  Tucumcari, Ruth #4
+29

  Roy, Harmony #24
+25

  Springer $28
+8

  Logan, Loyalty #35
+6

  Lovington, Olive Branch #23  +6

  Santa Fe, Myrtle #27
+4

  Silver City, Helen #7
+4

  Lake Arthur, Eureka #5



	

	Lodges having > 100 members:

  Albuquerque, Triple Link #10
188

  Raton, Marguerite #8
186

  Gallup, Ramona #6
177

  Artesia, Sunrise #9
136

  Roswell, Samaritan #14
132

  Tucumcari, Ruth #4
131

  Alamogordo #18
104


	

	Official Visitor(s) / Other Guests: None
	

	Interesting Events or Notes: 

President gave school of instruction at visits




Through the Years
Year:

1922-23 (10/9-10, 1923)
Location:
East Las Vegas

President:
Hattie Perkins
Home Town:
Raton (Marguerite #8)

[image: image8]
	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:

Grenville, Lilly #30 1/4/1923


	

	Lodges having > 100 members:

  Raton, Marguerite #8
199

  Albuquerque, Triple Link #10
197

  Gallup, Ramona #6
185

  Tucumcari, Ruth #4
131

  Roswell, Samaritan #14
118

  Artesia, Sunrise #9
112


	Members:  2296

Added:  241

Lost:  315

End:  2220

	Special Session: 
Held at Raton, June 23, 1923

Assembly Degree Conferred 

Colorado Sisters attending:3Nellie Sherman, PP; Minnie Erickson, Lulu Teagarden, Estella Gross


	

	Interesting Events or Notes:

ARA Charter was presented at S.G.L. sessions in Cincinnati, OH

RANM went into “Secret Session” so Grand Representatives could discuss changes in Unwritten Work


Through the Years
Year:

1923-24 (10/14-15)
Location:
Albuquerque
President:
Edith Hurtt
Home Town:
Roswell (Samaritan #14)

[image: image9]
	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:

None
	6/30/23 - Members:  2220

Added:  228

Lost:  349

End:  2099



	Lodges Defunct:
Recommended Charter at Lovington, Olive Branch #23 be picked up.
	

	Lodges having > 100 members:

  Albuquerque, Triple Link #10
220

  Gallup, Ramona #6
189

  Raton, Marguerite #8
184

  Tucumcari, Ruth #4
130

  Roswell, Samaritan #14
104


	

	Official Visitor(s) / Other Guests:  None


	

	Special Session Held: Artesia, April 25, 1924 to confer Assembly Degree; Margaret Crosby of Texas


	

	Interesting Events or Notes:

Vice President & Warden were not present for session. “Many lodges inactive due to financial depression.” 
	President’s Expenses:
Rail & Car Fare:   $ 172.00

Telegrams & Telephone: 

$    5.90

Hotels & Meals on visits: 

$ 22.10

Total Allowance    $ 200.00


Through the Years
Year:

1924-25 (10/13-14/1925)
Location:
Albuquerque
President:
Mary Comstock
Home Town:
East Las Vegas (Naomi #1)
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered: 

Lordsburg, Bee Hive #16
	Lodges:  32

Add:    1

End:  33

Members:  2099

New Lodge:  36

Add:  150

Lost:  254

End:  2031

	Lodges having > 100 members:

  Albuquerque, Triple Link #10
206

  Gallup, Ramona #6
192

  Raton, Marguerite #8
182

  Roswell, Samaritan #14
106

  Tucumcari, Ruth #4
100

(No honor roll lodges this year.)
	

	Official Visitor:

Linnie Sawtelle, #218, Seattle, WA

Other Visitors: 
Augusta Szazepnsky, #91, Bedford, IN

Harriet Bell Mc Daniels #198, Parsons, KS

Bro. Martin Manasse, #39  Red Bluff, CA



	Interesting Events or Notes: 
Reduce president’s travel allowance because of change from trains to personal autos.

From ARA Representative’s report: Dr. Anna Lapham gave a paper & slide show about Pageantry of the Rebekah Degree. A 48 block parade was held with about 25,000 Odd Fellows & Rebekahs in line, 24 bands, and several floats. The Educational Foundation was established with $1,000 seed money.




Through the Years
Year:

1925-26 (10/12-13/1926)
Location:
Albuquerque (Franciscan Hotel/Masonic Temple)
President:
Frances Wright
Home Town:
Clovis (Freindship #21)

[image: image11]
	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:

Las Cruces, Miriam #25, 4/23/1926

Santa Rita, Santa Rita #29, 9/23/1926


	Lodges:  33

Add:    2

Lost:  2

End:  33

	Lodges Defunct:

Silver City, Helen #7

Lovington, Olive Branch #23
	Members:  2031

Add:    202

Lost:    315

End:   1882

 

	Lodges having > 100 members:

  Albuquerque, Triple Link #10
185

  Gallup, Ramona #6
176

  Raton, Marguerite #8
162

  Artesia, Sunrise #9
107

  Tucumcari, Ruth #4
107

  Roswell, Samaritan #14
106

(No honor roll lodges this year.)
	

	Official Visitor(s): None
	

	Other Guests:

Voyd Howard, Long Beach, CA
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Interesting Events or Notes:
	


Through the Years
Year:

1926-27 (10/11-12/1927)
Location:
Albuquerque (Masonic Temple)
President:
May Whitesides
Home Town:
Albuquerque (Triple Link #10)

[image: image12]
	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:

Portales, Janet Spears #23, 4/27/1927


	Lodges:  33

Add:    1

End:  34



	Lodges Delinquent:

Richland, Richland #20

Hagerman, Helpful # 2

Dexter, Queen #22


	6/30/26 Members:  1882

Add:    193

Lost:    221

End:   1854

  

	Lodges having > 100 members:

  Albuquerque, Triple Link #10
182

  Gallup, Ramona #6
168

  Raton, Marguerite #8
149

  Artesia, Sunrise #9
108

  Tucumcari, Ruth #4
101

(No honor roll lodges this year.)


	

	Official Visitor(s) / Other Guests:  None


	

	Interesting Events or Notes:

Janet Spears, Died 5/20/1927
	


Through the Years
Year:

1927-28 (10/9-10/1928)
Location:
Albuquerque (IOOF Temple)
President:
Belle McCord
Home Town:
Carlsbad (Carlsbad #13)

[image: image13]
	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:

Portales, Janet Spears #23, 

Charter Signed 1/25/1928


	Lodges:  34

Consolidation:    1   

End:  33



	Lodges Consolidated:

Richland, Richland #20 with 

Portales, Janet Spears #23

Lodges Delinquent:

Hagerman, Helpful # 2


	6/30/27 Members:  1854

Add:    202

Lost:    330

End:   1736

  

	Lodges having > 100 members:

  Albuquerque, Triple Link #10
182

  Gallup, Ramona #6
168

  Raton, Marguerite #8
149

  Artesia, Sunrise #9
108

  Tucumcari, Ruth #4
101

(No honor roll lodges this year.)



	Official Visitor(s) / Other Guests:  

Ruth Finzel, #543, Ohio

Altha Scharfer, #6, Ohio

Josephine Waite, #505, Iowa

Blanche Gibson, #484, Iowa

Nellie Odell, #267, Texas

Ruby Ireland, #193, Nebraska

Eva Lynn, #706, Indiana

Orba Swayze, #10, Iowa



	Interesting Events or Notes:

ARA President Marie Shanks died immediately before her session.

Recommendation by Grand Sire to organize “juvenile lodges” for boys & girls




Through the Years
Year:

1928-29 (10/7-9/1929
Location:
Albuquerque (IOOF Temple)
President:
Blanche Wheeler
Home Town:
Raton (Marguerite #8) 
[image: image14]
	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered: None


	Lodge:  33

	Lodges Defunct: None


	Members:  1736

Add:  149

Lost:  149

End:  1736

	Members by Lodge:
	

	Las Vegas 51
	Artesia 100
	Hope  7
	Lordsburg  29

	Tucumcari 63
	Albuquerque 174
	Cuervo  12
	Roy  49

	Lake Arthur 23
	Farmington 44
	Santa Rita  20
	Clayton  34

	Gallup 153
	Aztec 47
	Deming  25
	Dexter  9

	Raton  120
	Carlsbad 82
	Springer  31
	

	Carrizozo 44
	Roswell 71
	Des Moines  8
	

	Estancia 36
	Alamogordo 91
	Logan  28
	

	Elida 25
	Clovis 54
	Hagerman  9
	

	

	Official Visitor(s)/Other Guests: None


	

	Interesting Events or Notes:

Children from IOOF home in Roswell brought to Albuquerque for the sessions.

“Do not send stamps to secretary for supplies.”




Through the Years
Year:

1929-30 (10/13-15/1930)
Location:
Carlsbad (Masonic Temple)
President:
Margaret Jackson
Home Town:
Tucumcari (Ruth #4)
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	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered: None


	Lodges: 33

Lost: -1

End: 32

	Lodges Defunct:

Des Moines, Star of Hope #34
	Members: 1736

Add:  163

Lost:  -198

End:  1700

	Number of New Members by Lodge:

Tucumcari, Ruth #4  
9

Gallup, Ramona #6  
4

Raton, Marguerite #8
2

Artesia, Sunrise #9
5

Albuquerque, Triple Link #10
8

Aztec, Hope #12
7

Carlsbad, Carlsbad #13
6

Roswell, Samaritan #14
1

Alamogordo, Alamogordo #18
2


	Elida, Esther #19
10

Clovis, Friendship #21
3

Portales, Janet Spears #23
15

Las Cruces, Miriam #25
5

East Vaughn, Faith #26
8

Santa Rita, Santa Rita #29
20

Clayton, Sierra Clayton #32
16

Hope, Crescent #3
2



	Official Visitor(s)/Other Guests:    None



	Interesting Events or Notes:

D. D. Monroe was Grand Master

There were 4 children in the Odd Fellows Home




Through the Years
Year:

1930-31 (10/12-14/1931)
Location:
Las Vegas (IOOF Hall)
President:
Louise B. Cady
Home Town:
Alamogordo (Alamogordo #18)
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	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:

None
	Lodges:  33

Lost:  -1

End:  32

	Lodges Defunct:
Hagerman, Helpful #2

	Members:  1700

Add:  145

Lost:  186

End:  1659



	Lodges Showing Outstanding Gain:

Las Vegas, Naomi #1
11

Tucumcari, Ruth #4  
14

Carlsbad, Carlsbad #13
10

Alamogordo, Alamogordo #18
16


	East Vaughn, Faith #26
6

Santa Rita, Santa Rita #29
5

Grenville, The Lilly #30
4

Clayton, Sierra Clayton #32
7



	Official Visitor(s): None

Other Guests:
Marie Youmans from Idaho


	

	Interesting Events or Notes:

Veterans Jewels were presented to members of Hope #12: Mary Cameron (1902), Cora Whitford (1902), and Adelle Pinkstaff (1903)

On March 8, 1931, Lucy Monroe, Assembly Chaplain and wife of PGM D.D. Monroe died.

D.D. Monroe was NM Sov. Grand Representative

Theta Rho Girls Clubs legislation approved in S.G.L. Code

Grand Lodge of NM approved organization of Theta Rho Clubs for NM.

S.G.L. - A question about letting married women with no Odd Fellow affiliation join Rebekahs was defeated

New ruling/publications by S.G.L. regarding national flag

Thelma Woodall (age 16), one of the Odd Fellow Home girls asked permission of Board to get married.

The population of the home doubled to 8 with the addition of Mrs. (Anna?) Black’s 4 children. She was a member of Miriam #25 however her husband was not an Odd Fellow.


Through the Years
Year:

1931-32 (9/26-27)
Location:
Albuquerque (IOOF Temple)
President:
Effie Wingfield
Home Town:
Artesia (Sunrise #9)

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:
Albuquerque, Akisjo (Arkisgo) #1 

	Rebekah Lodges: 32 

Theta Rho Clubs:  1

	Lodges Defunct: None
	Members: 1659

Add:    95

Lost:  268

End: 1486



	Official Visitor(s):

Grand Sire: W. F. Jackson

Other Guests: None
	

	Interesting Events or Notes:

Arkisjo (Arkisgo) Theta Rho Club #1 Organized 11/7/1931 and Instituted 2/29/1932. A class of 30 was initiated.

Grand Lodge Resolution gave Rebekah Assembly full authority over Theta Rho Clubs

RA-VP Mable Miller was ill unable to attend and take position of President

Ida Lindahl, RA-Sec., was unanimously elected RA-President from the floor.

S.G.L. 100th Session was held in Denver, Colorado. ARA Representatives were authorized to be paid the same expenses as the elective & appointive officers - $25.


Through the Years
Year:

1932-33
Location:
Albuquerque
President:
Ida Lindahl
Home Town:
Gallup

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:       None

	Lodges Defunct:

	Membership 12/31/ 32
Rebekah Lodges  30

1535 members


	Theta Rho Clubs 1



	Official Visitor(s):  Edythe Florance Kelley, ARA President, Roseburg, OR

	Other Guests:

	Interesting Events or Notes:

	Pecos Valley Association was held at Elida.  200 were served basket dinners



	President recommended the charters at Logan, Deming and Springer be taken up.

	Per capita tax was .60 cents


Through the Years
Year:

1933-34
Location:
Clovis
President:
Annie Ford Brown
Home Town:
Las Vegas

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:

	Lodges Defunct:   Estancia Lodge

	 Sarah Rebekah Lodge at Deming
	

	Membership 12/31/ 33:

Rebekah Lodges  29

           1167 members


	Theta Rho Clubs 1

            Arkisgo Theta Rho #1 – Albuquerque

            24 members

	Official Visitor(s):  

	Other Guests:  Stella Withrow, Beatrice Serratt, Gene (Jean) Lawess, Bessie Dinwiddie, Mary Byrne, Sadie Halstead, Edna Bowe, A. H. Elleston, Mrs. A.H. Elleston, Anna Moseley, Essie May Stovall, and Pearl Whitewell, all from Texas

	Interesting Events or Notes:

	Reorganized Loyalty #35, Logan

	Resolution to allow President to carry Album of Secret Work - Adopted

	First ballot form drafted and will be mimeographed and be an item of supply

	82 registered at Assembly

	Assembly checking account balance  $148.37


Through the Years
Year:

1934-35 (10/14-15/1935)
Location:
Clovis (Hotel Clovis)
President:
Bessie Randall
Home Town:
Aztec (Hope #12)
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:  None
	 Rebekah Lodges:  29

Theta Rho Clubs:  1



	Lodges Defunct: None

Dormant - No Reports since 1928

  Dexter

  Springer

  Grenville

  Cuervo
	 Rebekah Members:  1167

Add:    100

Lost:   -121

End:  1146

Theta Rho Members:  24

Lost:   2

End:  22



	Official Visitor(s):  None

Other Guests: 

Edna Bowe from Texas

Edithe Ishmael from Texas


	

	Interesting Events or Notes:

Resolution to cut RA President travel expense to $125.00 and require lodges to be responsible for expenses during lodge visit. Approved.

8/20/1935 – Colorado President visited Hope #12 for “regular meeting in Big Kiva at Aztec National Monument.”

No Children currently in Odd Fellow Home at Roswell.

Special committee report on sale or lease of Home; gave Home Board full authority to proceed as they felt was best.

ARA discussed/voted on “open door policy” to allow women with no male Odd Fellow member be allowed to join Rebekahs. Rejected.


Through the Years
Year:

1935-36
Location:
Raton (Elks Home)
President:
Leona Lucus
Home Town:
Elida (Esther #19)


 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:
Grady, Charity #37 instituted 9/23/1936
	Lodges:  29

Add:    1

Lost:  -3

End:  27

Theta Rho Clubs:  1



	Lodges Defunct: 

  Logan

  Dexter

  Cuervo


	 Rebekah Members:  1146

Add:     78

Lost:   -194

End:  1030

Theta Rho Members:  22

Add:  13

Lost:  -6

End:  29



	Official Visitor(s):  None

Other Guests:  

Lois Scadden, Texas 124

Sara Floyd, Colorado #14

Minnie Erickson, Colorado #14

Mary Jamison, Colorado #14

Mary Byrning, Colorado #14


	

	Interesting Events or Notes:

Anna Thompson was Arkisgo Theta Rho Advisor (also ran for RA Warden)

ARA discussed/voted on “open door policy” to allow women with no male Odd Fellow member be allowed to join Rebekahs. Voted on twice / Rejected both times but agreed to go with S.G.L. decision. Passed by S.G.L. Became S.G.L. Law 1/1/1937

Tucumcari lodge report given by Linney Nicoley

Raton & Trinidad (CO) lodges held a joint picnic on Raton Pass

Vaughn Still had charter member(s) from 1912 active.


Through the Years
Year:

1936-37 (10/11-12/1937)
Location:
Albuquerque (IOOF Hall)
President:
Bertha Hackney
Home Town:
Carlsbad (Carlsbad #13)
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:  None
	Rebekah Lodges:  27

Theta Rho Clubs:    1

	Lodges Defunct: None

Lordsburg & Lake Arthur given “special encourage.”
	Rebekah Members:  1030

Add:    160

Lost:   -117

End:   1073

Theta Rho Members:  29

Add:  4

Lost:  ?

 (Est.)End:  33



	Official Visitor(s):  None

Other Guests: (Jurisdiction(s) unknown)

Anna Thomas, Anna Lunford, Elizabeth Fairchild, Della Griggs, P.P. Kraushe, Alice Prohs, Eva Lyn


	

	Interesting Events or Notes:

The Grand Lodge (?Home Board?) proposed to sell the Odd Fellows Home in Roswell because of expense to maintain the property though not being used. The Rebekahs voted to support whatever the Grand Lodge decided.


Through the Years
Year:

1937-38
Location:
Aztec
President:
Pauline Bloxom
Home Town:
Clovis
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:

	Lodges Defunct:  Queen #22 - Dexter

	Membership 12/31/ 37:

Rebekah Lodges 27

1173 members

initiated 136 sisters, 19 brothers


	Theta Rho Clubs 1 

Arkisgo #1, Albuquerque



	Official Visitor(s):  Harriet Reeves – ARA President - Massachusetts

	Other Guests:

	Interesting Events or Notes:

	Navajo blanket was presented to Sister Reeves.  She said this was her first trip to the southwest

	Loyalty #23, Logan consolidated with Golden Link #17 – San Jon

	Reinstated Cuervo #36

	131 received Certificates of Perfection

	President spent a total of $125.00

	Per Capita .60 cents

	“Do Not Send Stamps For Supplies”


Through the Years
Year:

1938-39
Location:


President:
Grace Fowler
Home Town:
Raton
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:

San Jon, Golden Link #17 , 1/29/1938


	

	Lodges Defunct:

Dexter, Queen #22


	

	Number of New Members by Lodge:

Tucumcari 10

Gallup 5

Raton 13

Artesia 9


	Albuquerque 2

Farmington 14

Aztec 6

Carlsbad 5

Portales 8

	Official Visitor(s):
 Harriet P. Reeves, Pres. ARA, Newton, Mass.
Other Guests:
Mary J. Don, Rena N Ned, Addie M. Giles, Cecil P Davis, Belva Andrews, Viola Harrison, Thomas Mason, Sabina M. Kroger, Annie Lunsford (Durango, CO) Florence M. Brown (Alva, OK)

	Interesting Events or Notes:
D. D. Monroe, PGM presided at banquet.


Through the Years
Year:

1939-40
Location:
Roswell
President:
Helen Holloway Higgins
Home Town:
Farmington
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:

Raton - Siala Sialas (Theta Rho Club?)
	

	Lodges Defunct:

Logan - Loyalty #35
	

	Number of New Members by Lodge:

Las Vegas, Naomi #1  – “Several”

Tucumcari, Ruth #4  6

Raton, Marguerite #8  7

Artesia, Sunrise #9  6

Albuquerque, Triple Link #10  2

Farmington, San Juan #11  9


	Aztec, Hope #12  4

Carlsbad, Carlsbad #13  4

Roswell, Samaritan #14  9

San Jon, Golden Link #17  5

Vaughn, Faith #26  2

Santa Fe, Myrtle #27  10

Grady, Charity #38  – “Several”



	Official Visitor(s): None
Other Guests: Mary Rambarger, Pres. TX, Voyd Howard, VP-TX  (formerly a member from NM),Victoria Anderson, PP-CO, Lucy Snodgrass, CO, Bertha Boyd, CO, Jean Lawless, TX, Anna Thomas, SD

	Interesting Events or Notes:

Tea at the Governor’s Mansion


Through the Years
Year:

1940-41
Location:
Gallup
President:
Anna Thompson
Home Town:
Albuquerque (Triple Link #10)
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:

 Raton, Siala Sialas #2 Theta Rho 
Clovis, Philia #3 Theta Rho 6/21/1940
Farmington, Bitdazi #4 10/11/1940
	Portales, Portales #2

Hobbs, Crescent #3

Rogers/Dora, Dora #7

Lovington, Olive Branch #5

Jal, Jal #20



	Lodges Defunct: None
	

	Number of New Members by Lodge:
Portales, Portales #2 - 1

Hobbs, Crescent #3 - 11

Tucumcari, Ruth #4 - 5

Lovington, Olive Branch #5 - 29

Gallup, Ramona #6 - 3

Dora, Dora #7 - 9

Raton, Marguerite #8 - 7

Artesia, Sunrise #9 - 8

Albuquerque, Triple Link #10 - 10

Farmington, San Juan #11 - 2

Aztec, Hope #12 - 3


	Carlsbad, Carlsbad #13 - 5

Roswell, Samaritan #14 - 10

Lordsburg, Beehive #16 - 2

San Jon, Golden Link #17 - 6

Alamogordo, Alamogordo #18 - 9

Jal, Jal #20 - 35

Clovis, Friendship #21 - 14

Portales, Janet Spears #23 - 4

Vaughn, Faith #26 - 6

Santa Fe, Myrtle #27 - 5

Santa Rita, Robert Taper #29 - 1

Clayton, Sierra Clayton #32 - 3

Grady, Charity #38 - 3



	Official Visitor(s): None

Other Guests:

Voyd Howard, Pres.-TX, Gladys Malone, #191-TX, Nellie E Lurtic, #181-TX, Mary F. Wales, #236-TX, Velma Lyons, #191-TX, Jennie Warrick, #232-NE, William Lemmon, #228-TX

	Interesting Events or Notes:

Memorial Service presented by Ramona #6


Through the Years
Year:

1941-42
Location:
Hobbs
President:
Coreen Lanning
Home Town:
Artesia (Sunrise #9)
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:

Carlsbad, Carlsbad Theta Rho #5

Lodges Defunct: (none)


	

	Number of New Members by Lodge:

Las Vegas, Naomi #1 - 6

Hobbs, Crescent #3  - 96

Tucumcari, Ruth #4  - 3

Lovington, Olive Branch #5  - 50

Gallup, Ramona #6 - 7

Raton, Marguerite #8 - 13

Artesia, Sunrise #9 - 3

Albuquerque, Triple Link #10  - 19


	Farmington, San Juan #11 - 4

Carlsbad, Carlsbad #13 - 5

San Jon, Golden Link #17 - 9

Alamogordo, Alamogordo #18 - 3

Jal, Jal #20 - 61

Clovis, Friendship #21 - 8

Portales, Janet Spears #23 - 10

Santa Fe, Myrtle #27 - 11

Bayard, Robert Taper #29 - 1



	Official Visitor(s): None

Other Guests:
Dorothy McDougal, Pres.-AZ, Aline Gunther, AZ, Minter D. Harper, AZ, Merle Howard, AZ,

Marie Bueche, CA, Sabina M Kroeger, CO

	Interesting Events or Notes:




Through the Years
Year:

1942-43
Location:
Carlsbad
President:
Cleo Jackson
Home Town:
Tucumcari (Ruth #4)
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:

Artesia, Fieles Theta Rho Club #6

Lodges Defunct:


	

	Number of New Members by Lodge:

Las Vegas, Naomi #1 - 4

Portales, Portales #2 - 2

Hobbs, Crescent #3 - 20

Lovington, Olive Branch #5 - 29

Gallup, Ramona #6 - 5

Dora, Dora #7  - 2

Raton, Marguerite #8 - 5

Artesia, Sunrise #9 - 9

Albuquerque, Triple Link #10  - 17

Farmington, San Juan #11 - 5

Aztec, Hope #12  - 2


	Carlsbad, Carlsbad #13  - 6

Roswell, Samaritan #14  - 3

Lordsburg, Beehive #16  - 2

San Jon, Golden Link #17 - 5

Alamogordo, Alamogordo #18 - 17

Elida, Esther #19 - 2

Jal, Jal #20 - 24

Clovis, Friendship #21 - 6

Portales, Janet Spears #23 - 11

Vaughn/Ft. Sumner, Faith #26 - 1

Santa Fe, Myrtle #27 - 10

Santa Rita/Bayard, Robert Taper #29 - 3

Clayton, Sierra Clayton #32 - 12



	Official Visitor(s): None
Other Guests:

Ruby Jobe, Pres.-Waco,TX, Mary Jane Ranbarger, PP-TX, Cassie Rowland, Monahan, TX, Belle Hicks, Wink, TX, Lillie Burton, Wink, TX, Minnie Dell Smith, Wink TX, Ola Hornbeck, Clovis, CA, Vergie Simms, Odessa, TX

	Interesting Events or Notes:




Through the Years
Year:

1943-44
Location:
Albuquerque
President:
Mayrece Dilliner
Home Town:
Clovis (Friendship #21)
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:
Hot Springs RL, Hot Springs #22

Lodges Defunct: None

	

	Number of New Members by Lodge:
Las Vegas, Naomi #1 - 2

Hobbs, Crescent #3 - 30

Albuquerque, Triple Link #10 - 29

Farmington, San Juan #11 - 10

Carlsbad, Carlsbad #13 - 8

Roswell, Samaritan #14 - 13

San Jon, Golden Link #17 - 16

Elida, Esther #19 - 16


	Jal, Jal #20 - 21

Clovis, Friendship #21 - 7

Hot Springs/TorC, Hot Springs #22 - ?(new)

Vaughn/Ft. Sumner, Faith #26 - 4

Santa Fe, Myrtle #27 - 9

Santa Rita/Bayard, Robert Taper #29 - 12

Clayton, Sierra Clayton #32 - 16



	Official Visitor(s): None
Other Guests: 

Voyd Howard, PP-TX, Jean Lawless, TX, ?Aston, TX, Sarah Seaman, OK, Virginia Gunderson, AZ


	

	Interesting Events or Notes:


	


Through the Years
Year:

1944-45
Location:
Raton
President:
Bessie Miller
Home Town:
Albuquerque (Triple Link #10)
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:

Theta Rho Clubs:

Alamogordo, Silver Links #7

Eunice, Yucca #8

Portales, Las Lomas #9

Lodges Defunct: None
	

	Number of New Members by Lodge:
Las Vegas, Naomi #1 - 11

Hobbs, Crescent #3 - 26

Tucumcari, Ruth #4 - 9

Lovington, Olive Branch #5 - 15

Gallup, Ramona #6  - 1

Dora, Dora #7 - 18

Raton, Marguerite #8 - 16

Artesia, Sunrise #9 - 9

Albuquerque, Triple Link #10 - 61

Farmington, San Juan #11 - 14

Aztec, Hope #12 - 6

Carlsbad, Carlsbad #13 - 24

Roswell, Samaritan #14 - 11

Carrizozo, Coalora #15 - 10
	San Jon, Golden Link #17 - 19

Alamogordo, Alamogordo #18 - 13

Elida, Esther #19 - 2

Jal, Jal #20 - 10

Clovis, Friendship #21 - 14

Hot Springs/TorC, Hot Springs #22 - 22

Portales, Janet Spears #23 - 14

Eunice, Lea #24 - 20

Vaughn/Ft. Sumner, Faith #26 - 14

Santa Fe, Myrtle #27 - 10

Santa Rita/Bayard, Robert Taper #29 - 22

Clayton, Sierra Clayton #32 - 12

Grady, Charity #38 - 7



	Official Visitor(s):

  D.D. Monroe, Grand Sire of S.G.L. from New Mexico (Last Grand Sire of S.G.L.)

Other Guests:



	Interesting Events or Notes:


Through the Years
Year:

1945-46
Location:
Roswell
President:
Irene Blackwell (Benz?)
Home Town:
Carlsbad (Carlsbad #13)
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:

None (7 active Theta Rho Clubs)

Lodges Defunct:
Lordsburg, Bee Hive #16 charter picked up
Portales #2 consolidated with Dora #7

	Number of New Members by Lodge:
Las Vegas, Naomi #1 - 23

Hobbs, Crescent #3 - 46

Tucumcari, Ruth #4 - 20

Lovington, Olive Branch #5 - 13

Gallup, Ramona #6 - 5

Dora, Dora #7 - 10

Raton, Marguerite #8 - 19

Artesia, Sunrise #9 - 15

Albuquerque, Triple Link #10 -33

Farmington, San Juan #11 - 16

Aztec, Hope #12 - 3

Carlsbad, Carlsbad #13 - 28

Roswell, Samaritan #14 - 15

Carrizozo, Coalora #15 - 25

San Jon, Golden Link #17 - 14
	Alamogordo, Alamogordo #18 - 16

Elida, Esther #19 - 5

Jal, Jal #20 - 11

Clovis, Friendship #21 - 29

Hot Springs/TorC, Hot Springs #22 - 4

Portales, Janet Spears #23 - 13

Eunice, Lea #24 - 15

Vaughn/Ft. Sumner, Faith #26 - 11

Santa Fe, Myrtle #27 - 12

Santa Rita/Bayard, Robert Taper #29 - 12

Clayton, Sierra Clayton #32 - 6

Grady, Charity #38 - 2



	Official Visitor(s):

  D.D. Monroe, Junior Past Grand Sire of S.G.L. from New Mexico 

Other Guests: None



	Interesting Events or Notes:
15 PNG & 5 PG received the Assembly Degree

148 Registered for Assembly

Home Board assisting 16 children with $5.00 per month

Nellie Garner elected Representative to ARA

Balance in Assembly checking account = $2,707.45


Through the Years
Year:

1946-47
Location:
Hobbs
President:
Bernice Jewell
Home Town:
Santa Fe
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered: (1/1947) Roswell Rebekah Lodge #2, Roswell;

(3/31/1947) Agapoa TR #10, Tucumcari; (2/6/1947) Chaparral TR #11, Jal; (9/6/1947) Sunflower TR #12, San Jon; (6/20/1947) Orito TR #13, Roswell

Lodges Defunct:



	Membership 6/30/1947:

Rebekah Lodges 30


	Theta Rho Clubs  13



	Official Visitor(s):

Other Guests:

Addie Bell Aston, Sherman, TX; Voyd Howard, El Paso, TX; Jean Lawless, El Paso, TX; 

Bessie Carter, San Angelo, TX; B.A. Carter, San Angelo, TX 

	Interesting Events or Notes:

40 Sisters & 7 Brothers received the Assembly Degree

Nellie Garner, RAVP, was the Representative to the ARA in Winnipeg, MB, Canada 

Constitution for Theta Rho Girls Club Assembly of New Mexico was approved.

The first State Theta Rho State Assembly was held in Albuquerque June 10-11-12, 1947

ArkisgoTR Club #1, Albuquerque presented a drill each girl escorted by a member of the L.A.P.M. in uniform.

500 attended the banquet.

Grand Decoration of Chivalry was conferred on D.D. Monroe, Past Grand Sire.




Through the Years
Year:

1947-48
Location:
Hot Springs
President:
Nellie Garner
Home Town:
Hobbs (Crescent #3)
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:

Hobbs, Black Gold Theta Rho Club #14

Lodges Defunct:


	

	Number of New Members by Lodge:

Las Vegas, Naomi #1 - 23

Roswell, Roswell #2 - 18

Hobbs, Crescent #3 - 38

Lovington, Olive Branch #5 - 12

Gallup, Ramona #6 - 13

Dora, Dora #7 - 3

Raton, Marguerite #8 - 25

Artesia, Sunrise #9 - 11

Albuquerque, Triple Link #10 - 30

Carlsbad, Carlsbad #13 - 5


	Roswell, Samaritan #14 - 10

Carrizozo, Coalora #15 - 5

Alamogordo, Alamogordo #18 - 19

Jal, Jal #20 - 14

Clovis, Friendship #21 - 20

Hot Springs/TorC, Hot Springs #22 - 28

Vaughn/Ft. Sumner, Faith #26 - 9

Santa Fe, Myrtle #27 - 11

Santa Rita/Bayard, Robert Taper #29 - 5

Clayton, Sierra Clayton #32 - 12



	Official Visitor(s):

Brother Enger Representing Holland & Belgium

Brother Wilte from London, England

Other Guests:



	Interesting Events or Notes:




Through the Years
Year:

1948-49
Location:
Clovis
President:
Marie Gray
Home Town:
Las Vegas (Naomi #1)
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:

Mosquero, Harmony #28

Ruidoso, Ruidoso #31

Deming #16
Lodges Defunct: None
	Total New Members 390

Total Rebekahs 3,374

14 Theta Rho Clubs (11 active)



	Number of New Members by Lodge: (6/30/1948-1949)

Las Vegas, Naomi #1 - 6

Roswell, Roswell #2 - 11

Hobbs, Crescent #3 - 35

Tucumcari, Ruth #4 - 10

Lovington, Olive Branch #5 - 16

Gallup, Ramona #6 - 10

Dora, Dora #7 - 3

Raton, Marguerite #8 - 8

Artesia, Sunrise #9 - 16

Albuquerque, Triple Link #10 - 23

Farmington, San Juan #11 - 12

Aztec, Hope #12 - 9

Carlsbad, Carlsbad #13 - 2

Roswell, Samaritan #14 - 17

Carrizozo, Coalora #15 - 5
	Deming, Deming #16 - 39

San Jon, Golden Link #17 - 4

Alamogordo, Alamogordo #18 - 21

Elida, Esther #19 - 5

Jal, Jal #20 - 4

Clovis, Friendship #21 - 19

Hot Springs/TorC, Hot Springs #22 - 15

Portales, Janet Spears #23 - 16

Eunice, Lea #24 - 17

Las Cruces, Miriam #25 - 29

Vaughn/Ft. Sumner, Faith #26 - 16

Santa Fe, Myrtle #27 - 13

Mosquero, Harmony #28 - 9

Santa Rita/Bayard, Robert Taper #29 - 10

	Official Visitor(s):

Inez Crosby, Pres. ARA

Other Guests:

D.D. Monroe, PGS-S.G.L., Voyd Howard, PP-TX, Jean Lawless, TX

	Interesting Events or Notes:

Had a dedication of a new typewriter

Banquet Speaker D.D. Monroe

13 PP present

31 Representatives present

46 PNG present

Marian Alexander was Grand Master

Instead of “JYC” was called “Board of Control”


Through the Years
Year:

1949-50
Location:
Albuquerque
President:
Hattie Clark
Home Town:
Santa Fe
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:
	Harmony R.L. #8 – Mosquero

Ruidoso #31      9-24-49

	Lodges Defunct:
	None

	Number of New Members by Lodge:
	Initiated 232

31 lodges

	
	3,374 total members

	Official Visitor(s):
	Inez Crosby – ARA President

	Other Guests:
	Voyd Howard, PP and Jean Lawless, PP, Texas

	
	Sister Saylis, Jr. PP, Arizona

	
	

	Interesting Events or Notes:
	Esther Brockman, Warden resigned due to illness.  President Hattie Clark appointed Pauline Bloxom, PP to fill in.

	
	Chuck Wagon style banquet, D.D. Monroe, PGS speaker

	
	After banquet Friendship R.L. #31, Clovis opened and closed the lodge at Hotel Clovis Ball Room

	
	President allowed $210.00.  Spent $252.27

	
	463 members received Certificates of Perfection

	
	17 lodges had over 100 members

	
	Installation for Assembly Officers held Wednesday afternoon

	
	Per Diem for officers  $3.00 per day


Through the Years
Year:

1950-51
Location:
Santa Fe
President:
Josephine Loague
Home Town:
Clovis
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:

	Forest Rebekah Lodge #30
	Los Alamos – 25 charter members – December 1949

	Ruidoso Rebekah Lodge #31
	Ruidoso – 27 charter members – September 1949

	Hildago #33
	Lordsburg – 34 charter members – May 1950

	Lodges Defunct:  None
	

	Number of New Members by Lodge:

	34 Lodges – 363  new members

	Official Visitor(s):
	Bro. Joe Looney – Deputy Sov. Grand Master - Oklahoma

	IARA Visitor
	None

	Other Guests:
	

	Grand Master Reverend John Klassen, Albuquerque

	PP Theta Rho Assembly June McDarman, Artesia

	Interesting Events or Notes:
	Six sisters received the Decoration of Chivalry

	There was a New Mexico Odd Fellow paper. Editor was Rev. John Klassen of Albuquerque
	Atomic Odd Fellow Lodge #3 instituted – Los Alamos , same day at Forest Rebekah Lodge #30

	Officers were paid $3.00 per day and mileage for Assembly
	State was divided into Districts for schools of instructions.

	17 lodges had over 100 membership
	There were 11 active Theta Rho Clubs


Through the Years
Year:

1951-52
Location:
Raton
President:
Bertha Wynn
Home Town:
Farmington
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:



	Philia Theta Rho #3 – Clovis Dec. 1950

	Turquoise Theta Rho #5 – Santa Fe – 43 charter members, Feb. 1950

	Themis Theta Rho #16 – Gallup – 20 charter members June 1950

	There were 35 Rebekah Lodges – 3,516 members



	There were 16 Theta Rho Clubs – 536 members

	Lodges Defunct: None
	

	Number of New Members:
	277 new members

	Official Visitor(s):
	Ethel Smith – ARA President

	
	

	Other Guests:
	Rev. John Klassen, SGL Chaplain

	Bro. Shelby McCauley and Past and present Grand Lodge officers from Arizona –Bill Nutter, and Grand Warden Earl Hamilton
	LAPM Ladies Rose Huffsmith, Lillie Bussey and Mabel McCracken

	Interesting Events or Notes:

	Decoration of Chivalry given to 10 members, One was Nellie Garner
	Grand Master was Gene Lindberg and Grand Treasurer was Lyle Garner

	PP LuVerba Sullins was a page and PP Betty Lindberg was musician
	Officers were paid per diem

	Educational committee made loans to students.  Some paid back at $20.00 per month.
	Checking account balance was 2,404.93

	
	Youth committee was called Board of Control


Through the Years
Year:

1952-53
Location:
Roswell
President:
Bessie Corzine
Home Town:
Albuquerque
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:

	Azure Theta Rho #17, Lovington, 19 members

	Lodges Defunct:
	None

	Number of New Members by Lodge:

	222 new members, 34 lodges, total membership, 3,474

	Official Visitor(s):

	Other Guests:

	Sister Merle Howard, Arizona; Sister Elizabeth Thaxton, El Paso;  D.D. Monroe, Past Grand Sire

	

	Interesting Events or Notes:
	

	Initiation by San Juan #11, Farmington and Hope #12, Aztec using the ritual of 1852.
	Initiation fees $5.00 or more,  Dues not less than $2.00

	
	18 Lodges had 100 or more members


Through the Years
Year:

1953-54
Location:
Carlsbad
President:
Esther Brockman
Home Town:
Raton
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:   None

	Lodges Defunct:
	None

	Number of New Members by Lodge:

	192 sisters, 19 brothers initiated
	16 reinstatements

	
	Total membership  3,536

	Official Visitor(s):
	

	Ethel Mae Christian, ARA and Sov. Grand Lodge Youth Director

	Other Guests:
	

	Ione McCauley, AZ; Kathleen Call, OK;  Elizabeth Jamison, CO; Ola Hacker, W.J. Hacker, Mae Dean Ares, Jean Lawless, PP; Lee Oma Call; Elsia McHorse, all from Texas; Doss Marrow, WA



	Interesting Events or Notes:

	Solist was put in as a line officer

President travel allowance $300.00 

Per Capita tax $1.00

Legislation presented to add “ball” to  ballot so that when voting it will be by “ball ballot”.

Theta Rho per capita  .25 per member

$400 authorized to send 2 girls on UNP

President visited only 7 lodges due to illness of husband

RA Warden also served as State Instructor

Home Board had 9 children they were assisting


Through the Years
Year:

1954-55
Location:
Hobbs
President:
Mabel McCracken
Home Town:
Roswell
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:

	Copper Theta Rho #29, Bayard, 18 charter members



	Naomi Theta Rho #18, Las Cruces, 22 charter members



	Yucca Rebekah Lodge #35, Espanola, 26 charter members

	Lodges Defunct:
	None

	Number of New Members by Lodge:

	248 new members

	Official Visitor(s):
	ARA President Margaret Watts

	Other Guests:
	Mary Holland, Buffalo, New York

(Originally from England, she became a member of Miriam #25 and was very active with Naomi TR #18)

	
	

	Interesting Events or Notes:
	48th session in Hobbs – “The Friendly Session”

	
	24 PNG received Assembly Degree

	
	Lost by death 12 brothers and 17 sisters

	
	Had the first legally instituted Grand Junior Lodge of the World ,  6-10-1955 Alpha #1, Albuquerque


Through the Years
Year:

1955-56
Location:
Las Cruces
President:
Ariel Victor
Home Town:
Dora
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:

	Yucca #35, Espanola, April 22, 1956

	Mt. View #36, Albuquerque, 21 charter members, June 20, 1956

	Lodges Defunct:
	None

	Number of New Members by Lodge:
	284 new members

37 Rebekah Lodges

14 Theta Rho Clubs

Total membership – 3,414

	Official Visitor(s):
	

	Margaret Watts, ARA President

Sov. Gr. Master L.S. Bridges of Louisiana

	Other Guests:

	Lilly Alexander, President, TX; Voyd  Howard, PP and 2 others from El Paso, TX; 1 from New York



	Interesting Events or Notes:

	“Love Session”
	Thirty Two PNG took Assembly Degree

	
	Forty-four representatives present

	
	Balance in checking account 9/1/1956  $1,968.98

	
	Project was a tractor for N.M. Boys Ranch

	
	Non-Contributing membership added to Constitution


Through the Years
Year:

1956-57
Location:
Santa Fe
President:
LuVerba Sullins
Home Town:
Hobbs
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:    Aphrodite Theta Rho #30, Los Alamos

	Lodges Defunct:  Hildago RL #33 - Lordsburg

	
	

	
	

	Membership 12/31/ 56
Rebekah Lodges 36

          3218 members

         initiated 126 sisters,  23 brothers
	Theta Rho Clubs ?

	Official Visitor(s):Beulah Rogers (Tri State conclave – Santa Fe) IARA President

	Other Guests: Victoria Anderson,  Mary Ellen Haas, Elizabeth Joyce, all from Colorado and Miner King, Texas

	Interesting Events or Notes:  

50th Annual Session

	4 girls and 4 boys to UNP

	President recommended that New Mexico withdraw from the Tri-State conclave

	President and Grand Master had one joint project to see if the lodges wanted a Youth Camp


Through the Years
Year:

1957-58
Location:
Albuquerque
President:
Sybel Dickerson
Home Town:
Fairacres


 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered: None

	Junior Odd Fellows chartered in Las Cruces (President’s son, Charles, was a charter member) and Hobbs.

	Lodges Defunct:
	

	4 Theta Rho clubs surrendered charters-

   Raton, Clovis, Tucumcari and Farmington leaving 14 active Clubs

	Number of New Members by Lodge:

	233 new members.  Lost 253 for a net loss of 20 members, most by death.

	Official Visitor(s):

	IARA President Mary Pardee, wife of the Sov. Gr. Master, Fred Pardee

	Other Guests:
	

	Texas RA President, Pauline Ragsdale; VP of Arizona, Ione McCauley, RA Secretary, Stella Forsythe, Arizona and Leona Shepherd, RA Conductor, Texas.

	Interesting Events or Notes:
	

	1958 was the 50th year of the R.A. of New Mexico

It “Lamp Lighters” session. 

34 PNG received the Assembly Degree

	Session held in Albuquerque at the State Fair Grounds

	June 30, 1958, Rebekah Membership  2,799

	Bank Balance $1,668.33

	Home Board was paying $10.00 per month


Through the Years
Year:

1958-59
Location:
Carlsbad
President:
Betty Lindberg
Home Town:
Albuquerque
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:   None

	

	Lodges Defunct:

	Charter of Roswell #2 picked up 3/27/59, which meant the charter of Orito Theta Rho Club #13 also had to be surrendered.

	Number of New Members by Lodge:

	227 new members
	35 lodges membership 2,695 sisters and 373 brothers for total of 3,068

	Official Visitor(s):

	IARA President Christine Smith

President Theta Rho Assembly of NM, Barbara D’Arcy

	Other Guests:

	RA President of Arizona, Ione McCauley, Sadie Patterson, RA VP Texas; Ruth Wood, VP Arizona

	Interesting Events or Notes:
	

	Session held in Carlsbad, 52nd session.
	21 PNG and 10 Past Grands to receive the Assembly Degree

	Thirteen Theta Rho Clubs and 10 Junior Lodges
	125 PNG present at Assembly and 16 visitors from Arizona, Oklahoma and Texas

	Home Board was assisting five orphan children and four adults
	President’s allowance was $300.00 and $25.00 postage

	There was a Secretaries Association of the N.M. Assembly
	Districts were arranged to coincide with Grand Lodges


Through the Years
Year:

1959 - 60
Location:
Alamogordo
President:
Mildred Wooten
Home Town:
Eunice (Lea #24)

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:

Las Cruces, Deborah #33

Lodges Defunct:

Roswell #2 picked up then returned
	

	Number of New Members by Lodge:
155 Sisters; 21 Brothers; Total Membership 2966
	

	Official Visitor(s): 
Irene Franklin, Pres.- I.A.R.A., Shelby McCauley, S.G.L. 

Other Guests:

Ione McCauley,PP-AZ Sadie Patterson, Pres.-TX, Ossie Talley, TX, Mince Craighead, TX

	Interesting Events or Notes: 292 Registered for Assembly (166 PNG)
First united officers breakfast – Grand Lodge Officers were guests of the Rebekahs.

Norma Lindberg on the UN Pilgrimage

Ossie Talley (TX) collected donations ($145.46) to Camp fund – names were placed on a large picture of a tree.

Youth Camp Committee dissolved and the Board of Governors appointed

IARA President Irene Franklin visited in March.  A special meeting was held in her honor.  She was escorted to New Mexico from Texas by President Mildred.  The banquet in her honor was held at the school cafeteria in Eunice.




Through the Years
Year:

1960-61
Location:
Farmington
President:
Josephine Kelley
Home Town:
Las Vegas (Naomi #1)
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:

Charter restored to Roswell Rebekah Lodge #2

Lodges Defunct:

None

	Number of New Members by Lodge:
Initiated 124 sisters and 14 brothers

	Official Visitor(s):   Ione McCauley,  IARA Guardian, PP Arizona, special representative of the IARA President.

Other Guests: Marjorie Chace, Nancy Hood, Texas;  8 sisters from Colorado, 1 from Washington, 3 from Utah and 2 others from Texas


	Interesting Events or Notes:

36 lodges – 324 registerd for Assembly

May 10, IARA President, Lois Elmore made an official visit to New Mexico.  Triple Link R.L. #10 and Mountain View R.L. #36 both of Albuquerque and Naomi #1, Las Vegas hosted the President at a banquet in her honor.

4 boys and 4 girls were sent to UNP.  Total cost for the 8 students was $960.00

No Advance reports this year.

Board of Governors had organizational meeting at Bro. Jack Peterson’s barber shop in Mountainair.  They reported a water well had been drilled and was pumping water.




Through the Years
Year:

1961
Location:


President:
Vessie Beevers
Home Town:
Santa Fe
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:

	King David Rebekah Lodge #37 

Mountainair #39

	Lodges Defunct:

	Ruidoso Rebekah Lodge #31



	Number of New Members by Lodge:
	130 initiated

	Official Visitor(s):  Ione McCauley, IARA Warden, Arizona
Other Guests:  Sister Fie Ratgons, PP Netherlands



	Interesting Events or Notes:  
President Vessie Beevers passed away Dec. 7, 1961.  
Ora Lee Smith, VP served as President 
from Dec. 8 through Oct. 10, 1962.

Per capita tax $1.30 per member per year

Journal of Proceedings was $1.00

Marjorie Chase, IARA President made her official visit in May.  She visited 8 lodges, White Sands and Carlsbad Caverns.




Through the Years
Year:

1961-62
Location:
Hobbs
President:
Ora Lee Smith
Home Town:
Clovis
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:

Lodges Defunct:


	 None

None



	Number of New Members by Lodge:
	130 initiated

	Official Visitor(s):  Ione McCauley, Warden IARA

Other Guests:  Fie Rotgans, PP, Netherlands

Vessie Beevers husband



	Interesting Events or Notes:
Ora Lee Smith was in office for 21 months, due to the death of President Vessie Beevers.

Per Capita tax $1.30 per member

Journals - $1.00




Through the Years
Year:

1962-63
Location:
Clovis
President:
Ora Lee Smith
Home Town:
Clovis
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:

Lodges Defunct:


	None

None

	Number of New Members by Lodge:
	113 sisters, 18 brothers

	Official Visitor(s): Rose Seeley-CA, IARA Warden

Other Guests: Voyd Howard, TX; Thelma Gage, TX; Everett Richards, Nebraska; Merle Howard, AZ; Elizabeth Jamison, CO



	Interesting Events or Notes:  
38 lodges; Total members – 2800; 
303 registered for Assembly; 
154 PNG; Annual banquet, 
347 attending
Largest Lodge – Crescent #3, 188 members

Eva Thurston, IARA President visited in January

Theta Rho Girls’ and Junior Boys had their first camporee on August 17th.

President Ora Lee dedicated her year to Francis Wright, Past President




Through the Years
Year:

1963-64
Location:
Carlsbad
President:
Martha Patterson
Home Town:
Farmington
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:

Lodges Defunct:


	 None

None

	Number of New Members by Lodge:
	109 Sisters, 17 Brothers

	Official Visitor(s): Helen Prather, IARA President (visited in July hosted by San Juan #11 in Farmington). 

Other Guests:   Thelma Gage, TX; Louise Yeager, TX; Ona Berry, TX; Imogene Brown, TX; Mildred Robertson, TX



	Interesting Events or Notes: 

 Per capita tax $1.30

 Journals - $1.00

38 lodges – 2726 total membership

President allowed to commission District Deputy Presidents

189 PNG attending session




Through the Years
Year:

1964-65
Location:
Roswell
President:
Maud Risinger
Home Town:
Alamogordo
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:

Lodges Defunct:   None

	Zia Theta Rho #13, Deming, Feb. 13, 1965

	Number of New Members by Lodge:
	73 Sisters, 8 Brothers, 34 sisters and 3 brothers by card.

	Official Visitor(s):  Myrtle Russell, IARA Treas.
Other Guests: 

James Main, Sov. Gr. Master, Canada;  Rose Sealey (CA?), Thelma Gage, Mary Alice Carnes, Ophelia Carnes, Ona Berry, Ida Barton, all from Texas and Merle Howard from Arizona

	Interesting Events or Notes:

Per capita tax $1.30

38 lodges

165 PNG attend Assembly

7 new members initiated at session.  Total membership – 2,586

President Maud Risinger stayed in the first metal shelter built at the camp grounds, July 1965

Resolution #4 presented to allow all qualified Rebekahs to attend without voice or vote.  The resolution was rejected.


Through the Years
Year:

1965-66
Location:
Tucumcari
President:
Ruby Singleton
Home Town:
Carlsbad
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:    None

	Lodges Defunct:
	King David #37

	Number of New Members by Lodge:
	80 sisters, 13 brothers initiated;  36  sisters, 1 brother by card

	Official Visitor(s): Ione McCauley, PP-I.A.R.A. AZ
Other Guests:  Maud Abernathy, IALAPM;  Florance Groat, Pres. Arizona; Thelma Gage, Pres., Texas;  Ona Berry, Voyd Howard, Mildred Robertson;  Also Katie Abernathy, International Rep., Lovington, NM


	Interesting Events or Notes: 

PP Maud Risinger, Assembly Secretary, read for the 1st time the proposed new Constitution for Rebekah Lodges.

Per capita tax up to $1.40 per member beginning with June 1967 report.

A special assessment of .25 is required of each Lodge member in this jurisdiction at this session.

A.M. Black, SGM, was speaker at the banquet




Through the Years
Year:

1966-67
Location:
Farmington
President:
Jessie Hammon
Home Town:
Bayard
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:

	West Mesa R.L. #31 – Albuquerque

Re-activated Marguerite Rebekah Lodge #8 – Raton, March 1967

	Lodges Defunct:  None
	

	Number of New Members by Lodge:
	123 sisters, 13 brothers initiated; 36 sisters, 9 brothers by card.

	Official Visitor(s):   

     Joyce Sommerville(now Thorpe), IARA President, Colorado

Other Guests:  Ione McCauley,PP-I.A.R.A. and Merle Howard, Arizona; Madilene Howard and Faye Schmidt, Texas



	Interesting Events or Notes:
Grand Jurisdictional Lodge established

Revised Constitution adopted Oct. 9, 1967

37 lodges

Per capita tax $1.60 per member




Through the Years
Year:

1967-68
Location:
Hobbs
President:
Lillian Southerling
Home Town:
Farmington
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:



	Jan. 24, 1968 Skyview #35, Chama, 21 members; 

May 25, 1968 Roadrunner #37, Grants 

Charter to be granted to Bitdazie Theta Rho #4 of Farmington

	Lodges Defunct:  None
	

	Number of New Members by Lodge:
	168 sisters, 30 Brothers initiated; 46 sisters, 2 brothers by card

	Official Visitor(s):  Myrtle Russell, IARA President, Texas
Other Guests: Ione McCauley, PP-I.A.R.A.  and Merle Howard from Ariz.;  Madilene Howard and Faye Schmidt from Texas


	Interesting Events or Notes:

Resignation of Assembly Secretary Frona Collins due to illness.  The President appointed Maud Risinger, PP to fill out the term.

Grand Jurisdictional Lodge established

Revised constitution adopted, Oct. 9, 1967

Per capita up to $1.60 per member

Journal $1.00

39 lodges

Net gain in membership of 56 members




Through the Years
Year:

1968-69
Location:
Roswell
President:
Violet Kimbley
Home Town:
Albuquerque
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:

Lodges Defunct:


	Big Valley R.L. #40, Moriarty, May 17, 1969

None

	Number of New Members by Lodge:
	142 sisters, 2 brothers

	Official Visitor(s):  Evelyn LaOrange, IARA Secretary

Other Guests:  Margaret Cummings, Jessie Blakney, Bertha Tucker and Connie McEntyre, all from Texas

	Interesting Events or Notes:   

39 lodges, 275 registered for Assembly.  

Per capita tax, $1.60

Journals, $1.00

Frona Collins, Secretary Emeritus, honored with a gold certificate.

DSGM Samuel Patterson was the banquet speaker




Through the Years

Year:

1969-70
Location:
Clovis
President:
Bea Taulbee
Home Town:
Roswel


Attendence: 280
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	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:  Blue Mountain #40, Taos

	Lodges Defunct:  Esther #19 – Elida;  Marguerite #8 – Raton

Charity RL #38 – Grady consolidated with Friendship #21 - Clovis

	Membership 12/31/ 69:

Rebekah Lodges  40

2442 membership                        
	Theta Rho Clubs 11

225 members

	Official Visitor(s):

	Other Guests:   PP-IALAPM Lady  Merle Howard

PSGM Don Smith

	Interesting Events or Notes:  IARA Pres. Lois Stevens visited March 2 & 3 - Roswell

	Mid Term was in Los Alamos and 20 took the Rebekah Assembly Degree

	29 veterans jewels issued


Through the Years

Year:

1970-71
Location:
Gallup
President:
Edna Fulgham
Home Town:
Clovis


Attendence: 
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	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:  Golden Chain Theta Rho #21 - Roswell

	Lodges Defunct:  Dora #7

Themis Theta Rho #16 - Gallup

	Membership 12/31/ 70:

Rebekah Lodges 37

2362 members
	Theta Rho Clubs  8

229 members

	Official Visitor(s):  Evelyn Reese – IARA President

	Other Guests:  SGM J. Ray King

	Interesting Events or Notes:  Per capita - $1.60

	Initiated 19 Brothers and 106 Sisters

	2 girls and 2 boys go on UNP Tour

	15 sisters and 1 brother take RA degree at mid term

	12 sisters take degree at Rebekah Assembly

	Bitdazie Theta Rho #4, Farmington, exemplified opening and closing a Theta Rho Club and did initiation at Rebekah Assembly


Through the Years

Year:

1971-72
Location:
Albuquerque
President:
Frances Snapp
Home Town:
Bard


Attendence: 
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	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:

	Lodges Defunct:  Deborah RL #33 – Las Cruces;  Sky View #35 - Chama

	Membership 12/31/ _71___:

Rebekah Lodges _37__

2279 members


	Theta Rho Clubs _8__

219 members



	Official Visitor(s):  Virginia Thompson – IARA Treasurer

	Other Guests: Gertrude A. Millword, Falls Church, VA;  Lula M. Muse, Deputy SGM Shelby McCauley and Ione McCauley, PPIARA, AZ

	Interesting Events or Notes:  Initiated 113 sisters, 23 brothers

	3 girls, 2 boys to UNP

	Legislation presented to allow sisters to sit in Assembly with no voice or vote.  Adopted

	There were 12 districts

	Crescent RL #3, Hobbs, had larges lodge with 173 members


Through the Years

Year:

1972-73
Location:
Santa Fe
President:
Katheryne Kenly
Home Town:
Silver City


Attendence: 
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	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:  None

	Lodges Defunct:  None

	Membership 12/31/ _72___:

Rebekah Lodges _35__

2177 members


	Theta Rho Clubs _9__

243 members



	Official Visitor(s):  Hazel Lou Wallace, IARA Warden, Louisiana

	Other Guests:  Gertrude Whitney,  TX;  Ellen Randall, PP and RA Secretary, Marvin Randall, SGL Warden, Utah;  Ivy Groth,  Herb Carr, Mary Dixon, CO;  Pearl Hoard, OK; Lula Muse, AZ



	Interesting Events or Notes:  D.D. Monroe was presented Past International Council jewel in a special ceremony in Clovis by SGM J. Edward Stallings

	Roswell RL #2 and Samaritan RL #14, Roswell, hosted the SGM and IARA President Leona Moore.  There were 177 in attendance

	Past Presidents vote in their meeting that they will wear formals to installation.


Through the Years

Year:

1973-74
Location:
Tucumcari
President:
Nancie Jahn
Home Town:
Albuquerque


Attendence: 236
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	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:  None

	Lodges Defunct:  None

	
	

	
	

	Membership 12/31/ 73____:

Rebekah Lodges _35__

2150 members

Initiated 74 sisters and 13 brothers
	Theta Rho Clubs _12__

208 members

	Official Visitor(s):  Dorothy Boyer, IARA Warden

	Other Guests:  

Ione McCauley, PPIARA, AZ;  Maxey Clark, Thelma Turner and Marie Smith, TX

	Interesting Events or Notes:  SGM made six official visits to New Mexico

	Total per capita paid to SGL - $1,058.50

	Legislation for journal to be printed within 90 days after Assemble session.  Adopted

	D.A.R.E. was project of President and Grand Master.  2,586 cans of food and 60# of candy was delivered to D.A.R.E. (Drug Abuse Rehabilitation Enterprises).


Through the Years

Year:

1974-75
Location:
Las Cruces
President:
Marian Kimbler
Home Town:
Tucumcari


Attendence: 
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	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:  None

	Lodges Defunct:  None

	Membership 12/31/ __74__:

Rebekah Lodges _35__

2100 members

Initiated 80 sisters and 15 brothers


	Theta Rho Clubs _11__

184 members



	Official Visitor(s):  Ellen Randall, IARA Guardian

	Other Guests:  

Eleanor Deering, UT;  May Carroll, Missouri; Voyd Howard and 3 others from TX.

	Interesting Events or Notes:  17 veterans jewels issued

	Four widows, no orphans on Home Board

	Friendship RL #21, Clovis, gave Rebekah Degree to 2 Theta Rho girls.


Through the Years

Year:

1975-76
Location:
Clovis
President:
Robbie Wicker
Home Town:
Clovis


Attendence: 255
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	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:  Sunshine Theta Rho #2, Aztec

	Lodges Defunct:  Harmony RL #15, Mosquero;  

Turquoise Theta Rho #15, Santa Fe; Estrellita Theta Rho #5, Carlsbad

	Membership 12/31/ _75___:

Rebekah Lodges __33_


	Theta Rho Clubs _8__

	Official Visitor(s):  Eva Thurston, PPIARA, Saskatchewan, Canada

	Other Guests:  PSGM Gene Bianchi

	Interesting Events or Notes:

	Journals $2.00

	PP Sybel Dickerson made a motion at the PP Dinner to buy officers jewels for RA appointed officers.  Passed

	255 registered for Assembly

	PSGM Gene Bianchi was speaker for banquet


Through the Years

Year:

1976-77
Location:
Carlsbad
President:
Ann Bailey
Home Town:
Albuquerque


Attendence: 255
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	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:  None

	Lodges Defunct:  None

	Membership 12/31/ _76___:

Rebekah Lodges 31

1995 members
	Theta Rho Clubs ___

	Official Visitor(s):  Joyce Sommerville-Smith(Thorpe), PPIARA

	Other Guests: J.O. Duncan, Grand Master, Peggy McClain, RA President, H.O. Trent, PGM, Betty Reid, RA Vice President, and Madeline Hume, Teller, all from Texas

	Interesting Events or Notes:  PDDP Association presented flag staffs and stands to Rebekah Assembly.  Ray Fulgham, Clovis, made them

	SGL passed legislation to from Zeta Lambda Tau for 18-35 year olds

	Peggy McClain, RA President, Texas, was speaker at Banquet

	Katie’s Kitchen band entertained Assembly on Tuesday morning


Through the Years

Year:

1977-78
Location:
Albuquerque
President:
Wanda Scott
Home Town:
Clovis


Attendence:  224 
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	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:

	Lodges Defunct:

	Membership 12/31/ _77___:

Rebekah Lodges _30__


	Theta Rho Clubs _10__



	Official Visitor(s):  Ione McCauley, PPIARA

	Other Guests:  Betty Reid, RA President, Madeline Hume, RA Marshal, TX; and Lula Baker, OK



	Interesting Events or Notes:

	Journal cost .50 above cost of printing

	Past Presidents present Assembly with Color Bearer and Chaplain jewels

	Keith Deatherage, SGL Representative, was speaker at banquet


Through the Years

Year:

1978-79
Location:
Hobbs
President:
Stonie Wilder
Home Town:
Hobbs




Attendence: 
[image: image78.jpg]



	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:  None

	Lodges Defunct:  None

	Membership 12/31/ 78____:

Rebekah Lodges _30__


	Theta Rho Clubs __10_



	Official Visitor(s):  Marie Prior, VP I.A.R.A.



Gene Mount (OK) Sovereign Grand Master

	Other Guests:  Jerry Miller, RA President, Madeline Hume, Betty Medford, RA Vice President, and Marjorie Aires, TX;    Mary Mount, wife of SGM Gene Mount, OK.

	Interesting Events or Notes:  Betty Lindberg, PP won squash blossom necklace that was raffled off.

	IARA President had 100% club as a project.  Samaritan RL #14, Roswell, was the 1st lodge in the United Stated to be 100%

	218 registered for Assembly

	PP Club present Marshal, Conductor and Musician jewels to Assembly making the set of jewels complete

	2nd annual 4 Corners Campout in Durango. CO

	First meeting held in Alamogordo Dec. 9, 1978 to start plans for SGL to be held in Albuquerque, NM in 1984.  J.L. Braught elected Chairman, Roberta White, Co-Chairman

	Silver drill held to buy new New Mexico flag for SGL


Through the Years

Year:

1979-80 (10/12-15/1980)
Location:
Clovis
President:
Roberta White
Home Town:
Deming
(Deming #16)



Attendence: 182 (including visitors)
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	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered: None Reported

Lodges Defunct: None
	 # of Lodges: 30
Membership 1/1/1979 – 12/31/1979

1789

92

-138

1743

	Official Visitor(s):    Virginia Thompson, I.A.R.A. Treasurer

	Other Guests:
	

	Madeline Hume, TX
	Ruby Green, Muleshoe, TX

	Ada Smith, Sayre, OK
	Edna Schuster, Amarillo, TX

	Minnie Bell Leuellen, Sayre, OK
	Betty Reid, PP, Amarillo, TX

	Violet Little, Boulder, CO
	Betty Medford, President, Sundown, TX

	Interesting Events or Notes:
	

	Edna Fulgham – I.A.R.A. Chaplain


Through the Years

Year:

1980-81
Location:
Lovington
President:
Jimmia England
Home Town:
Roswell
Attendence: 
[image: image80.jpg]



	Journal Missing


Through the Years

Year:

1981-82
Location:
San Jon
President:
Oleta Griffin
Home Town:
Lovington
Attendence: 100 voting members+guests
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	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered: None


	

	Lodges Defunct:  None

	Membership (12/31/1982)

Rebekah Lodges 30

1662

74

-127

1602
	Theta Rho Clubs 10

120

35

-39

116

	Official Visitor(s):  Alberta Hudkins (WV) I.A.R.A. President




Ronald Hughes (TX), Deputy Sovereign Grand Master

	Other Guests:

TX- Edna Schuster, PP; Betty Reid, PP

CA-Lillie Marshall, PDDP

	Interesting Events or Notes:

The S.G.L. Steering Committee for the 1984 Sessions in Albuquerque reported on their progress.

UN Pilgrimage Delegates were John Watson of Jal & Amanda Burress of Jal.

Richard Howard of Albuquerque was Grand Jr. Lodge Grand Ruler.

Dana Martin of Jal was Theta Rho Assembly President.


Through the Years

Year:

1982-83 (10/9-12/1983)
Location:
T or C
President:
Angie Carter
Home Town:
Albuquerque

Attendence: 127
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	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered: None

	Lodges Defunct:

Forrest #30, Los Alamos 1983

	Membership 12/31/1982
Rebekah Lodges 30
1609

67

-106

1570
	Theta Rho Clubs 10
116

19

-25

110

	Official Visitor(s):

   
Donna Larrison, I.A.R.A. Warden

	Other Guests:

Virginia Watson, Ruth #13, Tucson, AZ

Flora Chambers, Ruth #13, Tucson, AZ

Ruth Roper, PP, Ruth #13, Tucson, AZ

Lucy Campbell, Ruth #13, Tucson, AZ

June Swift, I.A.R.A. Ambassador of Goodwill, Sacramento, CA

Madeline Hume, Magnolia, TX

Frankie Luddeke, San Antonio, TX

	Interesting Events or Notes:

NM Grand Lodge & Rebekah Assembly voted to not participate as a jurisdiction in the UN Pilgrimage program.

1984 S.G.L./I.A.R.A.  Sessions – Final plans were being made to host the sessions in Albuquerque. 2600 were expected to attend.


Through the Years

Year:

1983-84
Location:
Roswell
President:
Mary Opal Tate
Home Town:
Broadview
Attendence: 150
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	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered: None

Lodges Defunct: None

Theta Rho Clubs:  6

	Membership 12/31/1983:

Rebekahs Lodges 29

1570

109

-133

1546
	Theta Rhos:

107

15

-28

94

	Official Visitor(s): 
Pat Jones, PP-I.A.R.A. , Smithville, Texas



	Other Guests:

Eugene Mount, PSGM & Mary Mount, PP-OK

Leona High, Kermit/Wink, Texas

	Interesting Events or Notes:

D. D.  Monroe, Grand Sire Emeritus (1944-1946) Passed Away

IOOF Sovereign Grand Lodge was held September 15 – 20, 1984 


in Albuquerque, NM

$10,000 set aside for a scholarship 


& a committee was appointed to set it up.

A new lodge hall was dedicated in Portales.


Through the Years

Year:

1984-85
Location:
Farmington
President:
Shirley Baty
Home Town:
Albuquerque

Attendence: 125
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	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered: None

Lodges Defunct:  None

	Membership:
12/31/1984

Rebekahs:   29 Lodges

1546

88

-138

1496
	Theta Rhos:   6 Clubs

97

9

-15

86

	Official Visitor(s):
Hazel Lou Wallace, PP-I.A.R.A. Louisiana

	Other Guests:



Carolyn Salisbury,  Miriam #5-Utah


Leona High DDP, Kermit #134-Texas


Gladys Wilson, Mesa #7-AZ


Gertrude Harrison, Althea Knowlton, Kathryn Alexander, 
Alberta Brown, Sarah #20-CO

	Interesting Events or Notes:

Final Report from 1984 S.G.L.-I.A.R.A. Sessions Committee

Legislation Created Bettye Miller Memorial Scholarship


Through the Years

Year:

1985-86
Location:
Hobbs
President:
Ginny Simpson
Home Town:
Aztec

Attendence: 180
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	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered: 


May 31,1986 Naomi Theta Rho #18 Reactivated

Lodges Defunct:  None

	Membership: 12/31/1985

Rebekahs: 29 Lodges

1496

104

-131

1469
	Theta Rhos: 6 Clubs

86

6

-9

83

	Official Visitor(s): 
Donna Larrison, Jr. PP-I.A.R.A. 

	Other Guests:  

Mary Mount, PP-OK

Kermit, TX-Dollie Garrison, Geneva Marshall, Leona High

	Interesting Events or Notes:

Lilly Marshall, Assembly Warden completed her term but declined to run for Vice-President due to her ill health as well as her husband’s.
Fiscal Year end was changed from August 31st to June 30th.




Through the Years

Year:

1986-87
Location:
Lovington
President:
Cordelia Harris
Home Town:
Roswell

Attendence: 112
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	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered: None

Lodges Defunct: None

	Membership 12/31/1986

Rebekah Lodges: 29

1469

66

-119

1416
	Theta Rho Clubs: 7

91

12

-7

96

	Official Visitor(s): 
Betty Moates, V.P. I.A.R.A. 




W.D. Berkey, Sovereign Grand Warden

	Other Guests: 

Joyce Breland, P.P. CA, Ruth Flynt, Phoenix, AZ, 

Novella Price, Muleshoe, TX

	Interesting Events or Notes:

S.G.L. removed sign of recognition & word of distress from unwritten work.

A toast to Rebekahs by D.D. Monroe (Included at the beginning of this book.)

Program for 80th Anniversary of Rebekah Assembly (included in this book prior to this section.)

100th Anniversary of the Grand Lodge of New Mexico (see document following this section.)




Through the Years

Year:

1987-88
Location:
Albuquerque
President:
Gertrude Crume
Home Town:
Grants

Attendence: 102
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	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered: None

Lodges Defunct: None

	Membership: 12/31/1987

Rebekah Lodges: 29

1416

63

-170

1309
	Theta Rho Clubs: 7

52

16

-23

45

	Official Visitor(s):  Mary Wang, WA, Vice President – I.A.R.A. 



Horace Childress, OK, Sovereign Grand Master

	Other Guests:Audrey Childress, OK, Ambassador of Goodwill-I.A.R.A. 

Texas – John, PGM & Madeline Home, RA Warden; John & Frankie Luddeke; Novella Price, Betty,PP & John Reid; Edna Schuster, PP

Arizona – Martha Getzweiller, President; Joyce, Vice President & Ken Crow.

	Interesting Events or Notes:

J.L. Braught, Sov. Grand Chaplain

FRIENDSHIP WELDS THE LINKS
Written for J.L. Braught April 16, 1988

Grand Master 1959 - 1960 

Grand Patriarch 1980 - 1981 

Dept. Commander 1986 – 1988

Written By Michael Dean Higgins, Jr. P.D.D.,

Three branches - three links - equation stated 

The trio1ogy term - now abrogated.

Accepting humbly this honor with grace,

Duty never shunned, but met - face to face.


	For youth - a deep and abiding concern,

A camp to grow, safe harbor where they learn 

The time tested tenets of the Order

Scaled to fit their adolescent border.

True friendship welds the three golden links 

To form a chain forever free of kinks

And thus can fuse all branches together,
Strong alone - invincible with each other.
For the praying hand is an open hand

and serves to send the word throughout the land

That Friendship, Love, And Truth shall persevere 

As the guiding lights mankind shall revere.




Through the Years

Year:

1988-89
Location:
Las Cruces
President:
Barbara Corfield
Home Town:
Albuquerque
Attendence: 135
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	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:

Beep Beep Theta Rho #5, Silver City, chartered 9/9/1989

(not included on report 12/31/1988)

Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Defunct:

Picked up 9/1989 (not included on report 12/31/1988)

Silver Link TR #7 Alamogordo had been inactive but no one had ever picked up the charter.

Chaparral TR #11 Jal; Black Gold TR #14 Hobbs; Golden Chain TR #21 Roswell

	Membership 12/31/1988

Rebekah Lodges: 29

1309

64

-116

1257
	Theta Rho Clubs: 7

89

7

-13

83

	Number of New Members by Lodge:


	

	Official Visitor(s):  Barbara Moser, NC. I.A.R.A. Treasurer




Carl Williams, WV, S.G.L. Warden

	Other Guests: CA – Ila & Don Moody, Special Representative of the President & GM

AZ – Joyce Crow, President; Leda Imel, VP; Ona Mae Martin, PP,  

Agnes Kauffman, PP, I.A.R.A. Chaplain,

TX – Rosie McMillin, President, Francine Culberhouse, Louise Kirby, Novella Price



	Interesting Events or Notes:  News paper – New Mexico Rebekah Reporter Started

Roberta White donated 1 set of Wm. Rogers IOOF Silver to the I.A.R.A. Museum. Ramona RL #6 (Inst. 1892) had given Roberta 2 sets in 1980.


Through the Years

Year:

1989-90
Location:
Farmington
President:
Nita Sue Imel
Home Town:
Fairacres

Attendence: 129
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	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:   None

	Lodges Defunct:   None

	Membership 12/31/1989
Rebekah Lodges 29

1257

61

-115

1203
	Theta Rho Clubs 5

39

20

-8

51

	Official Visitor(s):
Betty Moates, PP-I.A.R.A.




Carl Williams, Sovereign Grand Warden

	Other Guests: CA-Addie Edens, Joan Sherrill, Mildred Rehm, Verda Hansen Malmberg, Joyce Breland-PP, Edna Valenzuela-PP, Kermit & Mary Macha-RA Secretary, 
AZ-Agnes Kauffamn-PP, Ona Mae Martin-PP, Juanita Johnson-PP, Pat Johnson-RA Warden, Mary Lou Lusk-RA Vice Pres, Leda Imel-RA President 
TX-WR & Madeline Hutto-RA President 

	Interesting Events or Notes:

The new Rebekah Creed written by Lois Sparks of California was adopted by the I.A.R.A. 

Friendship RL #21 assisted by Brothers Ray Fulgham & Ed Whited presented a tribute to the Rebekah Degree & founder Schuylar Colfax.

	


Through the Years

Year:

1990-91
Location:
Silver City
President:
Mary Dorris
Home Town:
Clovis

Attendence: 106
[image: image90.jpg]



	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:
Cibola-ettes Theta Rho #5, Grants, NM  7/21/1992

	Lodges Defunct:
None

	Membership:

Rebekah Lodges 28

1203

48

-109

1148
	Theta Rho Clubs 5

51

20

-19

52

	Official Visitor(s):
Janet Simmonds (NE), PP/Secretary -I.A.R.A. 




Robert Irving(CA), PSGM

	Other Guests: CA-Phyllis Irving, PDDP

AZ- Jon Petersen, Grand Master, Mary Lou Lusk, President, Pat Johnson, Vice Pres., Marvin Imel, PGM, Leda Imel, PP

	Interesting Events or Notes:

10 Theta Rho & Jr. Odd Fellows went to S.G.L. in Edmonton, AB, Canada

The president honored 68 members with 50 years or more as Rebekahs.  The most senior Rebekah was Leona Lucas who had joined the order 2/1/1923 and served as Assembly President in 1935-1936. Her husband PGM Gordon Lucas was a “new comer” having joined 4/16/1928.


Through the Years

Year:

1991-92
Location:
Farmington
President:
Donna Hatfield
Home Town:
Albuquerque

Attendance: 108
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	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:  None

	Lodges Defunct:  None

	Membership:
Rebekah Lodges 28

1148

75

-123

1100


	Theta Rho Clubs  6

52

24

-15

61

	Official Visitor(s): Sharon Magden-OR, I.A.R.A. Treasurer

	Other Guests: 11 Sisters from Utah; 3 Sisters from Colorado; 

	Interesting Events or Notes:

NM Theta Rho & Jr. Odd Fellows participated in S.G.L. Youth Day in Atlanta. Karen Wilson, the advisor of the new club in Grants was named S.G.L. / I.A.R.A. Advisor of the year.

The Executive Committee was given authority to sign the necessary forms and a committee was established to incorporate the NM Rebekah Assembly under the laws of the State of New Mexico.


Through the Years

Year:

1992-93
Location:
Hobbs
President:
Pat Thomas
Home Town:
Aztec

Attendance: 109 
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	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:  None

	Lodges Defunct:  Coalora #15, Carrizozo; Janet Spears #23, Portales.

	Membership 12/31/1992:

Rebekah Lodges  26

1100

45

-111

1034
	Theta Rho Clubs  6

61

47

-20

88

	Official Visitor(s): Mary Ross Sutton (NC), PP-I.A.R.A. 

	Other Guests: TX-Betty Dowell, RA Warden; Jesselee Velie, PP,RA Secretary; Jerri Miller, PP; Edna Schuster, PP; Sue Monk, PP; Sherri Reid, PDDP; Daisy Daniel, Donna Weeks, Daisy Folks, Phyllis Forsvall, Ann Maynard, Sarah Stanley. 

	Interesting Events or Notes:

Examining Committee ASK system: Ask Password, Sign Register, Knowledge of the degree.

Reversionary clause added to By-Laws per S.G.L. requirement.

Seven NM Youth participated in S.G.L. Youth Day in Chicago.

Assembly Resolution to nominate Barbara Corfield, PP for I.A.R.A. Warden in Sacramento, CA.


Through the Years

Year:

1993-94
Location:
Albuquerque
President:
Kathy Shanley Chisum
Home Town:
Albuquerque

Attendance: 102 
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	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered: None

	Lodges Defunct:  Lea #24, Eunice.

	Membership 12/31/1993: 

Rebekah Lodges  25

1034

76

-114

(First time membership < 1000)    996
	Theta Rho Clubs 6

88

11

-13

86

	Official Visitor(s):  Janet Simmonds (NE), PP/Secretary -I.A.R.A.

	Other Guests: Marion Jones, PDDP, Official Representative of CA President; 

OK – Jan Lawson, Vice President; Diane Dunbar, PP, Secretary;

	Interesting Events or Notes: 

New Mexico Rebekah Reporter was added as the permanent communications of the NM Rebekah Assembly. Prior to this it had been operating year to year by resolution.

Past District Deputies Club presented new flag poles for the Rebekah Assembly.

NM Youth participated in S.G.L. Youth Day in Sacramento, CA. Cibolla-ettes Theta Rho Club was awarded the S.G.L. / I.A.R.A. Community Service Award.

Barbara Corfield, PP-RANM was elected I.A.R.A. Warden in Sacramento, CA.

“The Shining Times Committee” was formed to support Sister Barbara’s trip through the I.A.R.A.  Its motto was “A time for New Mexico to Shine”


Through the Years

Year:

1994-95
Location:
Las Cruces
President:
Wanda Wheeler
Home Town:
Hobbs

Attendance: 83
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	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:

	Lodges Defunct:

Sunrise #9, Artesia; 

Golden Link #17, San Jon consolidated with Ruth #4, Tucumcari.

	Membership:

Rebekah Lodges 23

996

89

-129

956


	Theta Rho Clubs  6

86

18

-32

72



	Official Visitor(s):  Gail Weatherhead (MA), PP-I.A.R.A. 

	Other Guests:  TX-Sherry Reid, Assembly Warden, Shirley Ellis (Warden’s Page & Mother); Madeline Hutto, PP

	Interesting Events or Notes:

15 Participated in S.G.L. Youth Day in Denver, CO

The NM Odd Fellow Recreation Area (formerly known as “The Youth Camp”) property deed was conveyed by warranty deed to be jointly owned by the Grand Lodge and the Rebekah Assembly of New Mexico (copy on page 111 of Journal.)

Barbara Corfield, I.A.R.A. Vice President


Through the Years

Year:

1995-96
Location:
Deming
President:
Rosetta Keeling
Home Town:
Deming

Attendance: 86 

	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:

	Lodges Defunct:  Faith #26, Ft. Sumner, NM; Bitdazi Theta Rho #4, Farmington

	Membership 12/31/1995:

Rebekah Lodges 22

956

68

-109

915


	Theta Rho Clubs  5

72

7

-12

67

	Official Visitor(s):  Barbara Corfield, I.A.R.A. President

	Other Guests: AZ-Leda Imel, PP;

TX-Marie Mason, PP, I.A.R.A. Chaplain; Pat Jones, PP-I.A.R.A.; Jerri Miller, PP; Jesselee Velie, PP, Assembly Secretary

	Interesting Events or Notes:

11 NM Youth attended S.G.L. Youth Day in Nashville, TN.

90 young and young at heart attended Camporee at the NM Rec Area in August.

Barbara Corfield installed as I.A.R.A. President; Nita Sue Garrison installed as I.A.R.A. Marshal


Through the Years

Year:

1996-97
Location:
Roswell
President:
Sunny Wilde
Home Town:
Las Cruces

Attendance  89 

	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:  None

	Lodges Defunct:  Jal #20, Jal; Sierra Clayton #32, Clayton; Cactus #34, Silver City.

Beep Beep Theta Rho #5, Silver City.

	Membership 12/31/1996:

Rebekah Lodges 19

915

88

-158

845
	Theta Rho Clubs 4

67

10

-15

62

	Official Visitor(s):  Mavis B. Ward, PP-I.A.R.A. 




Robert Irving, PSGM

	Other Guests: CA-Mary Macha, Assembly Secretary & husband Kermitt; Phyllis Irving, Past RA Conductor; Don Moody, Grand Master’s Representative; AZ- Agnes Kauffman, PP; Edith Green, PP; Joyce Yancy Crow, PP.  AZ had to leave early to return for the 100th Session of the Rebekah Assembly of AZ.

	Interesting Events or Notes:

Myrtle Rebekah Lodge #27 Surrendered their charter but was reinstated with all new members.

Four Corners Campout was held at NM Rec. Area Labor Day Weekend with 23 rigs and 50 people.

$914 was returned from the Shining Times Committee. $900 was set aside to help defer expenses of the Assembly Secretary to attend I.A.R.A. to be disbursed @ $300/yr for 3 years.

New Mexico Rebekahs seated the officers at the Tuesday morning I.A.R.A. Session.

NM Rebekah Assembly Secretary D’Elva Emert was named “Outstanding Jurisdictional Secretary” at the I.A.R.A. Sessions.

Leona Lucas, Senior Past President was able to attend the Past President’s dinner.

The Past President’s Club bought magnetic jewel carriers for the Assembly Officers’ Jewels. The Club had paid for the Officers’ jewels in years past.


Through the Years

Year:

1997-98
Location:
Farmington
President:
Mildred Brown
Home Town:
Farmington

Attendance 87 

	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered: 4/25/1998 Kaleidoscope #3, Hobbs

	Lodges Defunct:  None

	Membership 12/31/1997:

Rebekah Lodges 19

845

58

-99

804
	Theta Rho Clubs 4

62

4

-13

53

	Official Visitor(s):  Yvonne Isenor, President I.A.R.A. 




Martin Elson, PSGM

	Other Guests:  NY – Betty Jane Elson, DDP; AZ-Leda Imel, PP; Henry Imel, PGM, S.G.L. Membership Chairman for Southwest. Thanks Ginny!

	Interesting Events or Notes:  

Bobbie Freeman & Frank Chase attended S.G.L. Youth Day in Newburg, New York.

Rebekah Assembly Constitution & By-Laws completely re-written.


Through the Years

Year:

1998-99
Location:
Hobbs
President:
Crista Baltzegar
Home Town:
Roswell

Attendance  78 

	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:

	Lodges Defunct:

	Membership 12/31/1998:
	

	Official Visitor(s):  Hazel Moore, (NB) I.A.R.A. Vice President



Harless A. Turner (WV) Sovereign Grand Treasurer 

	Other Guests: None

	Interesting Events or Notes:  

New Mexico Youth won 1st Place the Drill Competition as well as several other honors & awards at S.G.L. Youth Day in Seattle, WA.

Barbara Corfield, PP-I.A.R.A. was elected by I.A.R.A. to serve a 4 year term on the International Council.

Quote in journal from Christine Smith (OR) Senior PP-I.A.R.A. “He who thinks by the inch and talks by the yard should be moved by the foot.”



Through the Years

Year:

1999-2000
Location:
Las Cruces
President:
Allene Luther
Home Town:
Hobbs

Attendence: 

	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:

	Lodges Defunct:  

Roadrunner RL #37 – Grants

Robert Taper #29, Bayard, consolidated with Deming #16, Deming

	Membership 12/31/ __99__:

Rebekah Lodges _19__

685 members

initiated 38 sisters, 2 brothers
	Theta Rho Clubs _5__

70 members



	Official Visitor(s):  Sherri Robbins, PPIARA - Colorado

	Other Guests:  Harry Lohman, DSGM

	Interesting Events or Notes:  

	D’Elva Emert, RA Secretary, named IARA Secretary of Year.

	Resolution passed Grand Lodge granting Rebekah Assembly complete legislative authority to adopt, amend and rescind Constitution and By-Laws of Rebekah Assembly, Lodges, Bettye Miller Scholarship, Theta Rho Assembly and Theta Rho Girls Clubs.

	2 recipients on Home Board


Through the Years

Year:

2000-01
Location:
Santa Fe
President:
Scharlla Dean
Home Town:
Lovington

Attendence: 58 

	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:  

	Lodges Defunct:  Robert Taper #29 Consolidated with Deming #16, Deming




Roadrunner #37, Grants; Cibola-ettes #9, Grants

	Membership:

Rebekah Lodges 17

685

54

-19

620


	Theta Rho Clubs  3

69

3

-30

42

	Official Visitor(s):  Marie Mason (TX) I.A.R.A. Vice President




Arthur A. Craig (WA), PSGM

	Other Guests:  OK-Trish Curtis, Assembly President; Diane Dunbar, PP; Judy Hill, PP;

 Betty Masters, PP

	Interesting Events or Notes:

Gertrude Crume left a portion of her estate to be placed in the permanent fund for the Bettye Miller Memorial Scholarship.

Barbara Corfield, PP-I.A.R.A. fell at session and broke her shoulder & wrist.

Rebekah Assembly given authority to charter & govern Rebekah Lodges & Theta Rho Clubs (became self governing.)

Removed all references to gender from RA Constitution & By-Laws.

New Mexico Grand Lodge & Rebekah Assembly annual sessions moved from October to September.

Established Advisory Council for Rebekah Assembly Representative to I.A.R.A. consisting of 2 people to be selected by the Past President’s Club. The Council will help prepare the Representative for duties at I.A.R.A. Sessions and assist in preparing report to Assembly & Lodges on return.




Through the Years

Year:

2001-02
Location:
Farmington
President:
Karen Kelley-Bays
Home Town:
Texas
Attendence: 54 

	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:

	Lodges Defunct:  Ramona #6, Gallup

	Membership:

Rebekah Lodges 16

620

22

-67

575
	Theta Rho Clubs 3

42

2

-1

43

	Official Visitor(s):  Sharon Magden (OR), I.A.R.A. Vice President




C. LaVaughn Lawson (OK), Sovereign Grand Warden

	Other Guests: Ellen Whited, President of Rebekah Assembly of New York and Ed Whited, PDDGM-NY. (Formerly a members of Friendship #21, Clovis)

	Interesting Events or Notes:

Roberta White elected I.A.R.A. Treasurer

Several Lodges & members contributed to the New York 9/11/2001 Disaster Fund.

Scharlla Dean, PP served as Acting President part of the year during the time the President was unable to preside.


Through the Years

Year:

2002-03
Location:
Deming
President:
Martha Johnson
Home Town:
Deming

Attendence: 52 

	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered: None

	Lodges Defunct:  Ruth #4, Tucumcari; Hot Springs #22, Truth or Consequences

	Membership:

Rebekah Lodges 14

575

16

-113

478
	Theta Rho Clubs 3

43

5

-12

28

	Official Visitor(s):  Judy Geer (WY), I.A.R.A. Warden




Michael Dutton (TN) S.G.L. Warden

	Other Guests:   AZ – Sue Anderson, Assembly Warden; Faye Lisk, PP

	Interesting Events or Notes:

Opal Braught was awarded Meritorious Service Jewel.

At the 2003 Sovereign Grand Lodge Sessions Nita Sue Imel was the first female seated as a Representative having been elected by the I.A.R.A. in 2002. She also served as a member of the S.G.L. United Nations Educational Pilgrimage for Youth Board of Directors.

Barbara Corfield, PP-I.A.R.A. was President of the I.A.R.A. PP Club and a member of the International Council.

D’Elva Emert served as President of the I.A.R.A. Secretaries Association.

Ginny Simpson served as Secretary of the International Press Association.




Through the Years

Year:

2003-04
Location:
Albuquerque
President:
Vianna Steffens
Home Town:
Roswell

Attendence: 50 

	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:  None

	Lodges Defunct: 

	Membership 12/31/2003:

Rebekah Lodges 14

478

36

-67

447
	Theta Rho Clubs  3

32

0

-1

31

	Official Visitor(s): Dr. Martha Pezo (MI), I.A.R.A. President




Harless Turner (WV), S.G.L. Treasurer

	Other Guests:

Roseanne Turner, PP & Secretary I.A.L.A.P.M.

CA-Mary Macha, Past Secretary

CO-Mira Pittman, Assembly Warden-elect; Jerry Pittman, PP; Raedean Pegoraro, PP

OR-Shirley Wilson, PP

	Interesting Events or Notes:

NM Received a grant from the I.A.R.A. Schuyler Colfax Museum Trustees to be used for work in the community. More on the project next year.




Through the Years

Year:

2004-05
Location:
Las Cruces
President:
Sandra McWatters
Home Town:
Albuquerque

Attendence: 47 

	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered:  Pecos Valley Diamond Theta Rho #4, Roswell

	Lodges Defunct:  None

	Membership:

Rebekah Lodges  14

447+23-55=415
	Theta Rho Clubs  4

31+10-1=40

	Official Visitor(s):  Sandi Young (LA), I.A.R.A. Vice President



Robert Robbins (CO) Deputy Sovereign Grand Master

	Other Guests: Dot Burton (LA-PP), I.A.R.A. Marshall

	Interesting Events or Notes: Theta Rho & Rebekah members initiated during this fraternal year were known as the “Sybel Dickerson/Crista Baltzegar Degree Class”; there were 20 members of this class.

A Completely new Rebekah Assembly Constitution & By-Laws was approved by the Assembly. 

The Odd Fellows & Rebekahs were represented at several events around New Mexico with a 1945 Farmall Tractor pulling a trailer with big banners promoting the Order and carrying members. The Grand Master and Assembly President were joined by several members who rode the wagon in the NM State Fair Parade where it was seen by thousands of spectators and TV viewers – sort of NM’s version of the Rose Parade. This was the beginning of a membership project which was fated to grow with time.

Donations were made to the Jurisdiction of Louisiana for benefit of lodges & members devastated by hurricanes Katrina & Rita.

A $1000 grant from the I.A.R.A. Schuyler Colfax Museum Trustees to be used for work in the community was divided among the lodges. Each lodge who wished to participate used the money as seed money for a local project. They were to send photos and a report back to the Assembly of their results. These reports were compiled into an album which was taken to the I.A.R.A. sessions where it was views by members & guests there the presented to the Museum Trustees. Many complements were received.

S.G.L. passed a bill requiring dues to be increased by $2.00 each year for the next 5 years. For the first time in history the I.A.R.A. Officers & Representatives were invited to sit in S.G.L. for information presentation on this bill. Arrangements for this historic meeting was arranged by Nita Sue Imel, Sovereign Grand Representative from the I.A.R.A. Nita Sue Imel was re-elected to a second term as I.A.R.A. Representative to S.G.L. 


Through the Years

Year:

2005-06
Location:
Las Cruces
President:
Helen Sanderlin
Home Town:
Deming

Attendence: 43 

	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered: None

	Lodges Defunct: None

	Membership 12/31/2005:

Rebekah Lodges 14

415

23

-55

383
	Theta Rho Clubs 4



	Official Visitor(s): Marie Mason (TX) PP-I.A.R.A. 




Richard Kim (HI) Deputy Sovereign Grand Master

	Other Guests: None

	Interesting Events or Notes:

Sovereign Grand Lodge & I.A.R.A. was held at the S.G.L. headquarters & adjacent convention complex. 

S.G.L. issued a charter to the Grand Lodge of Europe.

New Mexico had a difficult time at I.A.R.A. Sessions held in Winston-Salem, NC. In preparing for the sessions, I.A.R.A. Representative Sandra McWatters discovered an expenditure of over $10,000 by the I.A.R.A. Executive Committee for equipment which had not been authorized by either the Representatives or the I.A.R.A. Finance Committee. When she asked for a clarification she was told it would be given later; it was not received prior to close of sessions. On another matter, Nita Sue Imel was forced by the I.A.R.A. Executive to resign as I.A.R.A. Representative to S.G.L. A letter from the Jurisdiction of NM objecting to this action was not allowed to be read or distributed to the Representatives. New Mexico declined to participate in I.A.R.A. projects until these matters were cleared up. Several months after the NM Sessions a letter of explanation to Representative McWatters (not the Jurisdiction not the other I.A.R.A. Representatives) on the first matter was received by Representative McWatters. The second matter was never addressed.

Barbara Corfield, PP-I.A.R.A. received the Meritorious Service Jewel 


Through the Years

Year:

2006-07
Location:
Farmington
President:
D'Elva Emert
Home Town:
Farmington

Attendence: 

	Lodges or Theta Rho Clubs Chartered: None

	Lodges Defunct: Alamogordo RL #18, Alamogordo

Roswell RL #2 consolidated with Samaritan RL #17, Roswell

	Membership 12/31/2006:

Rebekah Lodges 12

384+17-48=353
	Theta Rho Clubs 4

	Official Visitor(s): Marilyn Wilson (ON), I.A.R.A. Vice President




Paul Cuminale, Sovereign Grand Warden

	Other Guests: 

Name

Rank

Office

Jurisdiction

Sharon Burt 

PP 

TX

JaNell Clark

PP

RA Secretary

KS

Linda Hackler

PP

TX

Lois A. Heorman

PP

RA Treasurer

KS

Ruby Hooper

PNG/PDDP

TX

Henry Imel

PGM

Grand Scribe

AZ

Phyllis Lewis

PNG

CO

Marie Mason,

PP-IARA

TX

Rosie McMillin

PP

RA Secretary

TX

Rose Marie Morris

PNG

RA Inside Guardian

TX

Marilyn Nichols

PP

AB

Dianne Stalker

PP

AB

Shirley Stanford

PNG

RA Marshal

MT

Dave Wilson

PG

DDGM

ON



	Interesting Events or Notes:

By-Laws changed to require that members wishing to run for an elective Assembly Office must have a letter of endorsement from their home lodge.


New Mexico Rebekah Lodges

	Town
	Lodge Name
	#
	Date/Yr Instituted
	Date/Yr Closed

	Alamogordo
	Alamogordo
	18
	 2/18/1909
	3/3/2007

	Albuquerque
	Triple Link 
	10
	 3/31/1886
	

	Albuquerque
	West Mesa 
	31
	1967
	

	Albuquerque
	Mountain View 
	36
	 1/29/1958
	

	Artesia
	Sunrise 
	9
	 4/20/1908
	

	Aztec
	Hope 
	12
	1902
	

	Canizozo
	Coalora 
	15
	 3/26/1941 
	

	Carlsbad
	Carlsbad 
	13
	 8/10/1902
	

	Chama
	Yucca 
	
	 4/22/1955
	1/10/1966

	Clayton
	Sierra Clayton 
	32
	1915
	

	Clovis
	Friendship 
	21
	1909
	

	Cuervo
	Margaret Chapman 
	36
	12/1/1921
	1940

	Deming
	Sarah 
	3
	1908
	1930

	Deming
	Deming
	16
	 10/5/1948
	

	Des Moines
	Star of Hope 
	34
	1915
	1930

	Dexter
	Queen 
	22
	1926
	1936

	Dora
	Dora
	32
	4/29/1940
	1971

	Duran
	Truth 
	35
	1915
	8/10/1918

	East Las Vegas
	Naomi 
	1
	 2/4/1887
	8/5/1978

	Elida
	Esther 
	19
	 9/26/1909 
	1969

	Espanola
	Skyview 
	
	1919
	1926

	Estancia
	Stella 
	17
	 1908/1926 
	

	Farmington
	San Juan 
	11
	1901
	

	Gallup
	Ramona 
	6
	 1/11/1892
	

	Grady
	Charity 
	38
	 9/23/1936
	

	Grady
	Grady 
	9
	1923
	1936

	Grants
	Roadrunner 
	37
	 5/14/1968
	

	Grenville
	The Lily 
	30
	1911
	1917

	Grenville
	The Lily 
	30
	1/4/1923
	

	Hagerman
	Helpful 
	2
	1908
	1931

	Hillsboro
	Princess 
	31
	1911
	8/5/1918

	Hobbs
	Crescent 
	3
	 12/8/1939
	

	Hope
	Crescent 
	33
	1915
	1931

	Hot Springs (Tor C)
	Hot Springs 
	22
	 9/11/1943 
	

	Jal
	Jal 
	20
	 9/21/1940
	

	Lake Arthur
	Eureka
	5
	
	

	Las Cruces
	Miriam 
	25
	 4/23/1926
	

	Las Cruces
	Deborah 
	
	1959
	1972

	Logan
	Loyalty 
	35
	1919
	

	Lordsburg
	Hidalgo 
	
	1952
	1957

	Lordsburg
	Beehive 
	16
	5/8/1925
	1929

	Lordsburg
	Sunset
	30
	1911
	8/7/1918

	Los Alamos
	Forest 
	30
	1952
	1983

	Lovington
	Olive Branch 
	5
	
	

	Lovington
	Olive Branch 
	23
	1910
	1926

	Melrose
	Purity 
	16
	1908
	8/15/1918

	Mosquero
	Harmony 
	
	1949
	1975

	Mountainair
	Mountainair 
	
	 3/31/1962
	

	Nara Visa
	Charity 
	25
	1910
	8/12/1918

	Portales
	Miriam 
	20
	1907
	8/16/1918

	Portales
	Janet Spears 
	23
	 9/27/1927
	

	Raton
	Marguerite 
	8
	 9/14/1889
	1944

	Richland
	Richland 
	20
	2/18/1922
	

	Roswell
	King David 
	
	 11/17/1961
	1966

	Roswell
	Roswell 
	2
	 3/27/1939 
	1/12/1947

	Roswell
	Samaritan 
	14
	 2/7/1903
	

	Roy
	Harmony 
	24
	1910
	1932

	Ruidoso
	Ruidoso 
	
	1950
	1963

	San Jon
	Golden Link 
	
	 1/29/1938
	

	Santa Fe
	Myrtle
	27
	1910
	

	Santa Rita
	Mizpah 
	
	1911
	1929

	Santa Rita/ (Bayard)
	Robert Taper 
	29
	9/23/1926
	1929

	Silver City
	Helen
	7
	1907
	1926

	Silver City
	Cactus 
	34
	 4/21/1951
	

	Springer
	Springer 
	28
	1919
	

	Texico
	Twin City 
	36
	1915
	1919

	Tucumcari
	Ruth 
	4
	1908
	2003

	Vaughn
	Faith 
	26
	1912
	


Grand Lodge of New Mexico Centennial

1887 – 1987

The charter was issued on September 3, 1887 in Santa Fe, Territory of New Mexico, under the title of “Right Worthy Grand Lodge.” At this time the Independent Order of Odd Fellows was in its 69th year on the North American continent.

September 8, 1887, the first session of Grand Lodge was held after the institution and installation of officers in Santa Fe. At this time there were 10 Odd Fellow lodges with 359 members. The first Grand Master was Bro. A.C. Sloan, and Grand Secretary was Bro. P. H. Kuhn. Other officers included Deputy Grand Master, Bro. G.L. Hobbs, Grand Warden C.T. Russell, and Grand Treasurer James T. Newhall. Bro. A.C. Sloan was the first Grand Representative to S.G.L. At this time there was only one (1) Rebekah lodge in the Jurisdiction, Naomi Rebekah Lodge No.1, Las Vegas.

In 1889 the name was changed to "Grand Lodge of New Mexico". At that time the membership had increased to 568 members, and 11 lodges. The sessions were only held two days, Monday & Tuesday. In 1902 there were 25 lodges and 981 members.

On October 9, 1907, the Rebekah Assembly was instituted in Albuquerque and the first President was Sister Margaret Chapman of Triple Link #10, Albuquerque. 

In 1912 we had increased to 45 lodges and 2550 members, an increase of 2181 members since instituted in 1887.

In 1910 a contract was let for construction of the Odd Fellows home in Roswell. The Home opened in January 1912. February 15th, 4 children were admitted; September 8th, 1 child was admitted; and September 19, 1 Rebekah was admitted making a total of 6 residents. The total cost of construc​tion was $6,832.00. The Home was sold in 1943 for $10,000.

In 1917 there were 47 lodges and 2469 members, a loss of 81 members since 1912. In 1927 there were 41 lodges and 2301 members another loss of 168 members since 1917.

In 1929, the Jurisdiction was divided into Districts and Districts Deputies appointed for each District. Previously a District Deputy was assigned to each lodge.

Alpha Junior Lodge #1, Albuquerque, was instituted April 18, 1930 and is believed to be the first in the world.

During the Depression Era, many of the lodges went defunct and the membership dropped in 1936 to 1184 members and 32 lodges. In 1937 membership showed a gain of 111 members to a total of 1295 and 34 lodges.

Between 1937 and 1951 a steady gain in membership was realized and reached a high of 2770 members in 1951.
In 1949 Bro. Alexander recommended that the Grand Master have a Mid-term meeting for the next year. This was done and the Mid-term sessions have continued.

On March 5, 1949, the first issue of an Odd Fellow Paper for Grand Lodge was published by Bro. John Klassen. In 1950 it was adopted as the official paper of the Grand lodge. I could find no record of when it was discontinued.
In 1954, legislation was adopted providing for a Joint Youth Committee, and first chairman was Bro. Gene Lindberg.

In 1955 the Grand lodge Session was changed to meet three days - Monday through Wednesday; previously they met only on Monday and Tuesday. On June 10, 1955, Grand Junior Lodge was instituted in Hobbs, and was the first legally instituted Grand Junior lodge in the World. In 1955 a Tri-State Conclave was organized with New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas. New Mexico withdrew in 1958.

Between 1951 and 1965 membership dropped from 2770 to 1379 members. In 1966, Bro. Madole instituted a Membership Program during his term as Grand Master, which resulted in a gain in membership of 22. His program was continued the following year by Grand Master J. D. Harmon and showed a gain of 65 members, a total of 1466 members.

Since then a continued drop in membership has been experienced and in 1977 we dropped below 1000 members and lost a Representative to S.G.L. The loss in membership was slowed in 1982 and 1983, and in 1984 we showed a gain of 15 members, but in 1985 the loss returned and as of December 31, 1986, we had dropped to 579 members.

This Jurisdiction was very fortunate and honored to have had Bro. D. D. Monroe to serve this Jurisdiction and The Sovereign Grand Lodge. He was highly esteemed by The Sovereign Grand lodge and the Grand lodge of New Mexico, for his many contributions to the Order. He served on many of the major committees in S.G.L. and served on the International Council for many years.

In 1957 there was talk of providing for a Youth Camp in this Jurisdiction. A special Committee was appointed of Ray Jones, M.O. McCracken, and C. Wayne Madole. A Board of Governors was appointed in 1960 and the land was purchased that year. Today the Youth Camp is enjoyed by many in and outside of the Order. (2007 – The camp is now known as The Recreation Area and is jointly owned by the Grand Lodge and Rebekah Assembly.)
The New Mexico flag
Two official state flags have flown over our home state since 1912, when New Mexico entered the union as the 47th state.

The first flag of the state was designed by New Mexico historian and lawyer Ralph Emerson Twitchell and featured a design quite different from the current flag. Mr. Twitchell's flag was blue with a small representation of the flag of the United States in the upper left hand corner and the New Mexico State Seal in the lower right hand corner. "NEW MEXICO" was embroidered diagonally across the field from the lower left hand corner to the upper right hand corner.
[image: image56.png]



The second flag was as a result of efforts of the Daughters of the American Revolution. They had been quite involved with the official state flag designations in other states. In 1920, the Daughters of the American Revolution suggested that a new design be adopted that was more representative of the unique character of New Mexico. This idea had many supporters and, as had been done in other states, a design competition was launched. The winner was Dr. Harry Mera, a Santa Fe physician and archeologist. The flag was constructed by Dr. Mera's wife, Reba.

On New Mexico's flag we see a red sun with rays stretching out from it. This is an ancient sun symbol of a Native American people called the Zia. The simple and meaningful design so familiar to all of us features an interpretation of an ancient symbol of the sun found on a late 19th century water jar from Zia Pueblo. This red symbol, often called simply "Zia" is centered on a field of yellow.  There are four groups of rays with four rays in each group. 

The yellow field and red Zia emblem colors originally were the colors of Isabel of Castilla, Queen of Spain. These colors were first brought to New Mexico by Spanish Conquistadors explorers in 1540.

The Zia emblem has a much deeper meaning. Four is the sacred number of the Zia and can be found repeated in the four points radiating from the circle. 

The Zia believed that the giver of all good gave them four gifts each in groups of four. These gifts are: 

· The four directions - north, east, south and west. 

· The four seasons - spring, summer, fall and winter. 

· The day - sunrise, noon, evening and night. 

· Life itself - childhood, youth, middle years and old age. 

The Zia also believed that with life came four sacred obligations: 

· Development of a strong body, 

· A clear mind, 

· A pure spirit and 

· Devotion to the welfare of people/family. 

All of these are bound by a circle of life and love, without a beginning or end. 
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Flags of the United States
1777 - 1960
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	THE EMPTY CHAIR

By Beth Fry, Triple Link #10, 1990
There's an empty chair in our lodge room

And it sits against the wall

Other empty chairs are scattered

Throughout the hall.

What's happened to the members

Who used to care and sit

Well some became real active

But most just sat against the wall.

Why they came into this Order

Filled with ideas to share

Only to be told that won't work

So now there's an empty chair.

0h members please listen to this tale of woe

Invite a friend, a relative, someone you just know

To share the joys and benefits of Odd Fellowship

And fill the empty chair.



1960�July 4, 1960 - present�Configuration: 50 stars�State added: Hawaii 





1959�July 4, 1959 - July 3, 1960�Configuration: 49 stars�State added: Alaska 





1912�July 4, 1912 - July 3, 1959�Configuration: 48 stars; this has been the longest-used version so far�States added: New Mexico, Arizona 





1908�July 4, 1908 - July 3, 1912�Configuration: 46 stars�State added: Oklahoma 





1896�July 4, 1896 - July 3, 1908�Configuration: 45 stars�State added: Utah 





1891�July 4, 1891 - July 3, 1896�Configuration: 44 stars�State added: Wyoming 





1890�July 4, 1890 - July 3, 1891�Configuration: 43 stars�States added: North Dakota, South Dakota, Montana, Washington, Idaho 





1877�July 4, 1877 - July 3, 1890�Configuration: 38 stars�State added: Colorado 





1867�July 4, 1867 - July 3, 1877�Configuration: 37 stars�State added: Nebraska 





1865�July 4, 1865 - July 3, 1867�Configuration: 36 stars�State added: Nevada 





1863�July 4, 1863 - July 3, 1865�Configuration: 35 stars�State added: West Virginia 





1861�July 4, 1861 - July 3, 1863�Configuration: 34 stars


State added: Kansas 





1859�July 4, 1859 - July 3, 1861�Configuration: 33 stars�State added: Oregon 





1858�July 4, 1858 - July 3, 1859�Configuration: 32 stars�State added: Minnesota 





1851�July 4, 1851 - July 3, 1858�Configuration: 31 stars�State added: California 





1848�July 4, 1848 - July 3, 1851�Configuration: 30 stars�State added: Wisconsin 





1847�July 4, 1847 - July 3, 1848�Configuration: 29 stars�State added: Iowa 





1846�July 4, 1846 - July 3, 1847�Configuration: 28 stars�State added: Texas 





1845�July 4, 1845 - July 3, 1846�Configuration: 27 stars�State added: Florida 





1837�July 4, 1837 - July 3, 1845�Configuration: 26 stars�State added: Michigan 





1836�July 4, 1836 - July 3, 1837�Configuration: 25 stars


State added: Arkansas 





1822�July 4, 1822 - July 3, 1836�Configuration: 24 stars�State added: Missouri 





1820�July 4, 1820 - July 3, 1822�Configuration: 23 stars�States added: Alabama, Maine 





1819�July 4, 1819 - July 3, 1820�Configuration: 21 stars�State added: Illinois 





1777�June 14, 1777 - April 30, 1795�Configuration: 13 stars, 13 stripes; red stripe on first row�States added: Delaware, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Georgia, Connecticut, Massachusetts, Maryland, South Carolina, New Hampshire, Virginia, New York, North Carolina, Rhode Island





1818�July 4, 1818 - July 3, 1819�Configuration: 20 stars; flag returns to having only 13 stripes, starting with red on first row; this stripe configuration never changed again�States added: Tennessee, Ohio, Louisiana, Indiana, Mississippi 





1795�May 1, 1795 - July 3, 1818�Configuration: 15 stars, 15 stripes; white stripe on first row�States added: Vermont, Kentucky 





A Century Of 


Rebekah Assembly


Sessions In


New Mexico











